REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JANUARY 2ND, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, January 2nd, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Ellen Lenz, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; and Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Adam DeSutter. 

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

Mayor Moseng read a letter of resignation from the City Council by Ellen Lenz, effective at the end of this evenings City Council Meeting.  Lenz stated that she has a few residents in mind that she would like to contact as a possible replacement.  A motion by Shawn Myers to accept the resignation of Ellen Lenz from the Cottonwood City Council effective after the January 2nd Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Mayor Moseng thanked Lenz for her service to the City of Cottonwood.

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the December 19th Mid-Month Council Meeting.  Seconded by Ellen Lenz.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to appoint Shawn Myers as Council Vice-President for 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

After some discussion, a motion by Mike Lee to have Shawn Myers remain on the committees that he served on in 2017, Mike Lee to fill the committees that were held by Jessica Laleman, Mike Horner to fill to committees that were held by Josh Schafer, to keep open the committees that were held by Ellen Lenz for when her replacement is appointed to the City Council and for Mike Horner to serve on the Revolving Loan Fund Committee.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

The 2018 City Council Committees are; Streets- Shawn Myers, Mike Horner; Water- Shawn Myers and Mike Horner; Fire- Shawn Myers and open; Law Enforcement, Corey Moseng and open; Solid Waste- Mike Lee and Mike Horner; Liquor- Shawn Myers and Mike Lee; Sewer, Shawn Myers and open; Ambulance, Mike Lee and open; Parks & Recreation, Shawn Myers and Mike Horner; Economic Development; Mike Lee and Corey Moseng; Personnel, Corey Moseng and open; Revolving Loan Fund, Shawn Myers and Mike Horner.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to appoint Justin Deuel as the Deputy Weed Inspector for 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to designate Tri-County News as the official City newspaper for 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to designate United Southwest Bank of Cottonwood and Bremer Bank & Trust of Marshall as the official depositories for 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Ellen Lenz to authorize the City Clerk-Administrator to pay regular monthly bills as they are received prior to monthly City Council approval.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

A motion by Ellen Lenz to authorize the City Clerk-Administrator to handle investments of idle City funds for 2018.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to appoint Dale Louwagie as the Emergency Services Coordinator (Civil Defense Director) for 2018.  Seconded by Ellen Lenz.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted.  

Justin Deuel stated that the cold snap has made things difficult, especially with some of the maintenance crew being out sick.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report as of 12/31/2017, the statement of cash flows for 2017 and the projected statement of cash flows through 2018.  It was reported that $156,000 was withheld from the facilities depreciation CD in anticipation of expenses related to the Community Center renovation project coming in the first few months of 2018.  

Council reviewed the list of pledged collateral with United Southwest Bank as of 12/31/2017.  It was reported that Seipel will be working with the bank to reduce the pledged collateral in 2018, as excess pledged collateral was still being carried over from the fire hall and street reconstruction projects.  

Seipel stated his recommendation that one or two additional Council Members complete the online training for the Board of Appeal and Equalization.  It was reported that Mayor Moseng is currently the only board member that has completed the training.  Shawn Myers stated that he would complete the training prior to the February 1st deadline.   

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the 2018 plumbing license for Jeseritz Construction.  Seconded by Ellen Lenz.  Carried. 

Seipel stated that the December water/sewer invoices will be estimates instead of actual readings.  This is because of the extreme cold and a reduction in maintenance staff the past few weeks.  The meters will be read in January. 

Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Adam DeSutter presented the incident analysis for 2017.  It was reported that winter parking citations have been issued last week.  Lenz stated that on many evenings there are loud noises coming from the movement of dumpsters at Norcraft.  

A motion by Mike Lee to accept a $200 contribution to the Cottonwood Ambulance Service from the Hanley Falls Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Ellen Lenz.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information on proposed amendments to the City’s zoning ordinance.  The prosed amendments cover three areas of concern including; an amendment setting a time period for which building permits will expire; an amendment allowing the City Council to conduct a design review of new or substantially altered structures prior to the issuance of a permit; an amendment that would clarify when the Clerk-Administrator can approve building permits and when they need to be brought to Council for design review.  Council discussed the possibility of having a shorter timeline for permits that are issued for minor additions and upgrades with a longer length of time being allowed for new construction permits.  Mayor Moseng recommended that a planning and zoning committee be formed to further consider and discuss potential amendments to the zoning ordinance and then make recommendations to the Council.  Shawn Myers and Mike Lee volunteered to serve on said committee.  A motion by Mike Horner to create a planning and zoning committee consisting of Shawn Myers and Mike Lee.  Seconded by Ellen Lenz.  Carried.  

Council reviewed and discussed the draft RFP for residential garbage service in the City of Cottonwood.  It was reported that if approved, the RFP will be advertised in the Tri-County News and posted on the City’s website.  The RFP will also be sent directly to waste haulers that have expressed interest in submitting a proposal.  Seipel stated that the proposal due date would be January 22nd with an anticipated selection date on February 7th.  This should provide Council with time to enter into a contract with the selected waste hauler before the end of the current contract on March 31st.  

A motion by Mike Lee to advertise the Request for Proposals for residential garbage service in the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

It was reported that the Community Center Renovation project is progressing well.  It is now anticipated that the existing hood vent will be able to be used in the project.  This will cut down on the expense to install the hood vent, but will increase the expense for the architect to modify the design plans to incorporate the existing hood vent.  Seipel reported that he anticipates that a revised quote from Bisbee Plumbing and Heating for the installation of the hood vent will be brought to Council at the January 16th meeting.  An updated project expense sheet was reviewed.  

Council reviewed information from Minnesota Energy Resources on an application for rate increases and information from Charter Communications on cable TV channel changes.  

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Ellen Lenz to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.   

A motion by Shawn Myers to advertise for the vacant City Council position.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Ellen Lenz to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:23 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor






















MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JANUARY16TH, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, January 16th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Kyle Mooney; Joel Dahl; Shannon Geihl; and Shari Vien.   Council Member Mike Lee was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

Council reviewed applications to fill the City Council seat vacated by Ellen Lenz.  After review, a motion by Shawn Myers to adopt Resolution 2018-1B, Resolution for the Appointment of Joel Dahl to the Cottonwood City Council.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Joel Dahl was sworn in as a member of the Cottonwood City Council. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes from the January 2nd Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the 2018 plumbing license applications for the Cottonwood Co-op Oil Company and GarAnnimal Plumbing LLC.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel stated that he would like to attend a general pump maintenance course, along with the other two maintenance personnel, to be held this summer in the Twin Cities area.  This would mean that there would be no maintenance staff in Cottonwood on the day of the training, but Deuel would be available by phone if needed. 

Duel also reported that he will plan on attending the Minnesota Rural Water Association seminar in St. Cloud, to be held in March. 

Seipel presented the 2017 profit & loss/ budget comparison report.  It was reported that most areas of the City’s operations experienced higher revenue and less expense than budgeted, including the City’s enterprise funds.  Seipel stated that although much of the profit for the year as shown in the report is from the withholding of depreciation investments because of the Community Center renovation project, he anticipates an increase in the amount of money invested into depreciation savings in 2018 based on the profit from 2017. 

Council reviewed a draft notice of public hearing for vacation of an easement at 70 Shoreview Circle.  Seipel stated that this vacation has been requested by the property owner as the easement is no longer needed.  The easement is from the original plat, when the current parcel existed as two separate lots.  The two lots are now combined and the home on the lot sits on the easement that was never properly vacated.  The property owner will be responsible for all costs involved with the vacation of this easement. 

A motion by Mike Horner to set a public hearing for the vacation of easement at 70 Shoreview Circle for February 6th at 7:05 PM.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a list of the current City Council committees.  Joel Dahl stated that he would be interested in filling the committees that were vacated by Ellen Lenz, except for the personnel committee.  A motion by Shawn Myers to appoint Joel Dahl to the following committees; Fire, Law Enforcement, Sewer, and Ambulance.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a charitable gambling permit application from the Lakeview Booster Club for a raffle to be held at Lakeview School on February 15th.  A motion by Shawn Myers to adopt Resolution 2018-1C, Resolution Permitting the Lakeview Booster Club Charitable Gambling Organization to Conduct a Raffle at 875 Barstad Road North in Cottonwood of February 15, 2018.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Deputy Kyle Mooney presented the incident analysis report.  Deputy Mooney stated that vehicles have been cited recently for winter parking violations and that a second citation has been issued for a nuisance violation on West 1st Street South.  

It was reported that the Community Center project is progressing and interior painting is expected to begin soon. 

A revised bid in the amount of $21,625 from Bisbee Plumbing and Heating for HVAC work relating to the installation of the stove hood vent and bathroom ventilation in the Community Center was presented.  This bid is a revision from the previous bid amount of $43,695.  The bid revision is largely attributed to the possibility of using the hood vent that was purchased by the Cottonwood Sportsman’s Club and the volunteer installation of some equipment related to the hood vent by the Sportsman’s Club.  According to Paul Geihl, an additional $3,000 can be added to the hood vent portion of the project due to extra fire protection material that will need to be placed around the hood vent.  The use of the existing hood vent is pending final approval by the State.  
A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the HVAC bid by Bisbee Plumbing and Heating for the installation of the stove hood vent and bathroom ventilation, pending final approval to use the existing hood vent by the State of Minnesota.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the bid proposal from Pro-Concrete Construction for the renovation of the floor in the large room of the Community Center.  The original bid proposal includes the option for an epoxy chip coating for $16,721 and a reflector enhanced (marble type) flooring for $18,313.  The revised bid proposal brings the installation of the reflector enhanced flooring down to $16,818.  Shari Vien and Shannon Geihl outlined how the reflector enhanced floor would greatly improve the aesthetics of the large room and make it more inviting for events such as weddings.  Council viewed photos of examples of the reflector enhanced floor.  A motion by Mike Horner to accept the revised bid proposal from Pro-Concrete Construction for the installation of reflector enhanced flooring in the large room of the Community Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Other change orders that were noted include; an invoice from Schmidty Built Construction for an additional $1,380 because of sinking gravel that was found under the concrete ramp after it was removed.  The mitigation of this issue involved the removal and replacement of an additional 250 Sq. Ft. of concrete and the addition and compaction of additional gravel material; an additional $350 from Dave Geihl for the removal of rotten wood and repair on the roof from when a power pole fell on it a few years ago; the addition of more brick and labor from Sussner Construction for the installation of brick under the kitchen window archways, with labor and material to be billed in addition to the original bid; the addition of a layer of plywood to be laid in the small room area before the new floor tile is laid.  This extra labor and material should amount to approximately $1,000.  

Seipel reported that it is unknown if additional expenses will be incurred to increase the capacity of the natural gas line serving the Community Center in order to meet State specifications.  This may add $2,000 to $3,000 to the project.  It was also reported that there will be about $500 in savings on the bathroom mirrors, a possible $5,000 in savings on the installation of an on demand water heater, and money saved on materials because of less insulation needed. 

Council reviewed an invoice in the amount of $3,676 from Dave Geihl Construction for demolition and extras at the Community Center.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the invoice for demolition and extras from Dave Geihl Construction.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed an invoice from Schmidty Built Construction in the amount of $6,715 for concrete work in the Community Center.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve payment of the invoice from Schmidty Built Construction for concrete work in the Community Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Information was presented on the existing rate schedule for the Community Center, in addition to rates from other cities in Minnesota and other venues in the area.  Discussion was held on how rental rates should be adjusted after the renovation project.  Shari Vien indicated that she would like to see rates increased as the improvements that are being made to the facility will make it more appealing to rent.  Shannon Geihl stated that she would also like to see rates increase, but still remain modest enough as to make renting the facility feasible to all residents.  Discussion was held on the possibility of increasing rates for events that include alcohol and dances more than other rates.  The need to increase the rent for the Tae Kwon Do classes was also discussed.  Seipel stated that it would be good to have a new rate schedule set before March as the City is already receiving calls for weddings this summer.  Hauge stated that she has told potential renters that the new rates would be determined by March.  Council tabled a decision on a new rate schedule until next Council meeting.  

Council reviewed the Community Center financial report for 2017.  The report showed an operating loss of $13,429.11 and a total deficit of $33,929.50.  The amount of the total deficit can largely be attributed to expenses related to the Community Center roof repair project. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the January 8th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department and January 8th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the following Fire Relief Association Officers; Brandon Jeseritz, secretary (expiring 12/31/2020); Josh Fragodt, trustee (expiring 12/31/2020).  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the Cottonwood Fire Department Financial Report for 2017.  The report showed an ending trial cash balance of $63,545.33 and a CD balance of $101,000.  

Council reviewed the minutes from December 13th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service. 

Council reviewed the Cottonwood Ambulance Service Financial Report for 2017.  The report showed a trial cash balance of $10,301.88 and a CD balance of $157,500.  

It was reported that Seipel will be meeting with the planning and zoning committee on Thursday evening to discuss draft amendments to the Cottonwood Zoning Ordinance. 

It was noted that the RFP’s for residential garbage service are due on January 22nd.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:30 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor


 



REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 6TH, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, February 6th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Matthew Boettger; Jay Nieson; Dan Ritter; Scott Ritter; Ray Sweetman; Don Williamson; Jeff Olson; Shannon Geihl; and Shari Vien.   

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the minutes of the January 16th, Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to appoint Mike Lee to the City’s personnel committee.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Agenda additions were noted. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept a $50.00 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Justin Deuel stated that there were issues related to frozen water pipes at the residence at 290 West Main Street.  Deuel explained that the water was left on over the winter and caused some pipes to burst in the home.  The resident later requested that the water be shut off.  After the maintenance department shut the water off at the curb, heat was turned on in the home.  It was later determined that there were issues with the shut off valve at the curb so the water did not get shut off all the way and flooded the dirt basement at the home.  This leak caused about 20,000 gallons of water to be used in addition to creating the need to hire a plumber to pump out the basement.  Deuel stated that he may recommend that the City give the resident a break on the water use or for the expense related to pumping the water.  Council recommended that any decision on this matter be tabled until the property owner approaches the City for assistance. 

Deuel presented rate sheets that help determine excess water loss that the City experiences in its water operating system in addition to the cost to produce water.  One sheet was based on what is currently budgeted for in water fund expenses and another sheet included expenses relating to what the City is supposed to be saving for depreciation.  Deuel stated that the information on the sheets can be used to help determine where water rates need to be in order to ensure that the water fund is generating sufficient revenue.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to open a public hearing to consider the vacation of easement at 70 Shoreview Circle. Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

It was reported that with the sale of the home at 70 Shoreview Circle, the City received a request to officially vacate a 10’ wide easement that runs through the center of the lot at this address.  The easement remains on this property as it was never officially vacated when two of the originally platted lots were combined into the present parcel.  
A motion by Mike Lee to adopt the resolution authorizing the vacation of an easement described in the Lakeview Estates Plat to the City of Cottonwood (70 Shoreview Circle).  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the public hearing to consider the vacation of easement at 70 Shoreview Circle.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to open the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report as of January 31st, the statement of cash flows as of January 31st, and the balance sheet by fund on accrual basis for the year 2017.  Seipel noted the debt service payments that were made during the month of January.  

Seipel presented information on a proposal to purchase a backup generator for City Hall.  The generator is a Honeywell portable device that is approximately ten years old and would cost $400 to purchase.  There would be an additional expense of approximately $350 to hook up the generator to the buildings circuit breaker.  Joel Dahl expressed concerns about the generators reliability to generate a constant electric flow that would not have a negative impact on electrical equipment.  Council directed Seipel to determine if the generator would produce a reliable flow of power.  

Council reviewed the proposed contract from Richard Holmberg, LTD for services in conducting the City’s 2017 audit.  Corey Moseng asked if previous audits were being completed in a timely manner.  Seipel stated that in the past few years, the audits have been submitted without the need to file an extension.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the contract with Richard Holmberg, LTD for services in conducting the City’s 2017 audit.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

It was reported that there was a glitch in trying to enter the new water rates into the City’s utility billing system and because of this glitch, the January bills were sent out at last year’s water rates.  Seipel stated that the issue in the billing system has been resolved and recommended that the City keep an eye on the cash flow for the year to see what kind of impact this would have on budgeted revenue for the water fund.  

Deputy Boettger presented the incident analysis report for January 16th through February 6th.

It was reported that the previously approved purchase of the rescue fire truck from the Marshall Fire Department has taken place and the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association has paid for the truck.  The cost of the truck was $35,000.  
Council reviewed a quote from the Cottonwood Body Shop for modifications proposed to be made to the truck, including repainting the truck, and installing new decals and lights.  Seipel stated that the proposed modifications will cost approximately $20,000 as was discussed when the purchase of the truck was authorized.  These expenses are proposed to be paid from the Fire Fund.  It was also reported that the Fire Department is still working on the sale of truck 907.  Corey Moseng asked how much the Fire Department can expect to receive with the sale of 907. Seipel stated that he would need to check with the Fire Chief.  

A motion by Mike Lee to proceed with the proposed modifications to the rescue truck purchased from the Marshall Fire Department.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed a quote from Ryan’s Computers for the purchase of a Lenovo Thinkpad computer for the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  The computer was budgeted to be purchased for $1,400, but the proposed purchase comes to $950.  Shawn Myers stated that the computer should contain 8 GB or RAM.  Seipel stated that he will need to confirm with the Ambulance Director how much RAM the computer contains.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to purchase a Lenovo Thinkpad computer from Ryan’s Computers for the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

It was reported that the Planning and Zoning Committee and the City’s attorney have reviewed the proposed amendments to the City’s Zoning Ordinance and both recommended moving forward with them.  Seipel stated that he will work on drafting the amendments into a proposed ordinance amendment and present them for Council to review prior to setting a public hearing on the proposed amendments. 

Council reviewed proposals that were submitted from the following solid waste haulers for the City’s residential garbage contract; Waste Management, West Central Sanitation, Southwest Sanitation, and Olson Sanitation.   Council reviewed a spreadsheet showing the breakdown in proposed rates and other services to be provided by each waste hauler, including the total amount paid for all residents based on cart size and pickup frequency.  

Don Williamson of West Central Sanitation stated that their RFP has no deviations from the RFP.  Williamson also stated that their garbage trucks would service Cottonwood from Granite Falls and Redwood Falls and that their company currently services some Cottonwood businesses.  

Jay Nieson from Waste Management stated that his company has expressed a willingness to meet the needs of the City and that they are willing to match the rates proposed by West Central Sanitation.  Corey Moseng asked why Waste Management did not offer the lower price in the proposal.  Nieson stated that they were focused on also saving the City money in their proposal. 

Scott Ritter from Southwest Sanitation stated that their proposal includes two months of residential service for free in addition to the contribution of portable toilets for Coming Home Days and use in City parks.  

Jeff Olson of Olson Sanitation stated that their company offers good rates and good service. 

Shari Vien stated that she was concerned about how she is currently billed extra for pickup if her container is over full.  
Mike Lee noted that the proposals all look well put together and that some of them offer a lower rate than is currently charged to residents.  Lee also stated that if Waste Management can match West Centrals prices and offer free electronic pickup and services for the City cleanup days, he would like to make a motion to accept the proposal from Waste Management.  Shawn Myers stated that he was not happy that Waste Management is offering to lower their prices after the proposals have been submitted.  Joel Dahl stated that he would like to accept Waste Management’s proposal at the rates as submitted in the original proposal.  
Corey Moseng stated that he would be reluctant to accept the previously submitted proposal from Waste Management if they are now offering a lower price. 
Mike Horner stated that he does not think the proposal process would be fair if the City were to accept a lower proposal from Waste Management after proposals have been submitted; it would set a bad precedence.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept the proposal for residential garbage service from West Central Sanitation.  Second by Mike Horner.  Mike Lee and Joel Dahl opposed.  Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, and Corey Moseng voted in favor.  Carried.  

Council thanked all companies present for their proposals.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to recess the City Council Meeting to the Cottonwood Community Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council went to the Community Center and viewed the progress being made on the Community Center renovation project.  Council resumed the Regular City Council Meeting at City Hall at 8:35 PM.  

It was reported that floor tile and brick is currently being laid in the Community Center.  In the second half of February, work on the floor in the large room can begin. 

Council reviewed an updated project budget for the Community Center renovation project and a memo regarding proposed quotes to be considered.  

It was reported that the previously approved contractor for the construction of the new floor in the large room area, Pro-Concrete, has withdrawn their interest in participating in the project because of the City’s insurance requirements.  A representative from Advantage Coating of Chaska, MN has visited the site, met with the committee and presented a quote and contract for the work to be completed on the large room floor.  Shari Vien presented floor color samples that Advantage Coating has sent.  The samples provided Council with an idea of what the new floor will look like.  Seipel stated that at $15,729, the quote from Advantage Coating is slightly less than the quote from Pro-Concrete and includes $600 for the rental of a generator.  Deuel stated that the City’s maintenance department has a generator that the flooring contractor may be able to borrow for the project.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the proposal from Advantage Coating for renovation of the floor in the large room of the Community Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept the withdrawal of bid from Pro-Concrete for renovation of the floor in the large room of the Community Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.  

Council reviewed a quote from All Partitions and Parts for bathroom partitions to be installed in the Community Center.  The quote was for $2,503 plus $349 for freight and comes from the bathroom accessories portion of the budget.  Seipel stated that the quote was approximately $700 less than originally anticipated.  A motion by Mike Lee to approve the quote from All Partitions and Parts for the purchase of bathroom partitions to be installed in the Community Center.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a quote from Maxwell Food Equipment for the purchase of kitchen fixtures in the Community Center.  The quote was in the amount $3,716.15 and covers the kitchen countertops, kitchen sinks and kitchen shelving units portion of the budget.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the quote from Maxwell Food Equipment for kitchen fixtures in the Community Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a quote from Western Printing for the creation of a mural to be placed on the front of the Community Center.  A preview of the photo to be used in the mural was viewed.  The quote was in the amount of $984.08 plus $48.00 per hour for setup and design.  It was noted that $930 had been budgeted for this item.  
A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the quote from Western Printing for the creation of a mural to be placed on the front of the Community Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

It was reported that Mid-Continent Cabinetry has donated cabinets to be used for storage in the Community Center.  Council viewed a Thank You note to be sent to Mid-Continent Cabinetry. 

Council discussed proposed rates for the Community Center.  After some discussion, Council moved to set the rates for wedding event rentals.  A motion by Mike Lee to set the rate for wedding rentals at the Community Center at $100 for set up the whole day before, $500 to rent the whole facility for the day of the wedding dance, and $50 for cleanup until noon the next day.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council also viewed a letter from Mark Veglahn regarding the monthly rates that he currently pays to operate the Tae Kwon Do classes.  Council further discussed how other rates for rental of the Community Center can be set.  The possibility of renting by event type and charging by gathering size was discussed.  Seipel stated that he can work with the Community Center Committee to discuss some possible suggestions for other rental rates.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to contribute $100 to the Lakeview After Prom Committee.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

It was reported that the Cottonwood Board of Appeal and Equalization is tentatively scheduled to be held on Tuesday, April 17th.  

Council reviewed the monthly bills, including some payable for services in 2017.  A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Horner to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 9:25 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor






























MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 20TH, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, February 20th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Sergeant, Eric Wallen; Assistant Fire Chief, Jeremy Dieken; West Central Sanitation General Operations Manager, Ray Sweetman; and Tae Kwon Do instructor, Mark Veglahn.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes of the February 6th, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the 2018 pluming license for E.T. Heating and Cooling of Milroy.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Seipel reported that the City Maintenance crew did a great job with snow removal this morning and that he is working with Deuel to come up with a plan for water and sewer service for a proposed housing development on Northwood Drive. 

Council reviewed the balance sheet in accrual format and the profit & loss budget comparison as of January 31st.  Seipel noted that the capital outlay expenditures for the Community Center project have grown substantially since the end of January as invoices for the renovation project have been paid. 

Seipel reported that Lyon County has received a grant from the State of Minnesota for election polling place equipment.  Because the grant amount has been more than expected, the County Auditor will be allocating that money for assistance in purchasing poll pads for polling places in the County.  Seipel stated that the poll pad device would be used to replace paper registration forms in the polling place and can store information for the Election Day that can be used by the Auditors office.  According to the Auditor, all other communities in the County have elected to move forward with the purchase of the poll pads.  Seipel stated that he is concerned about the logistics involved with election judge training and setting up the polling place if Cottonwood does not invest in purchasing the poll pads.  The City would need two poll pads, with one used for new voter registration and one used for voter verification.  The cost to purchase two poll pads would be less than $1,500 plus $460 annually for maintenance and Wi-Fi connection. The proposed poll pads are from Knowink Innovative Election Solutions.   Dahl asked how it would work if the school district wanted to use the poll pads at their election.  Seipel stated that one option would be to work with the School District to lease the poll pads from the City.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to proceed with the purchase of two poll pads, through the Lyon County Auditor’s Office, for the Cottonwood polling place.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

It was reported that the nuisance violation at 484 W 1st Street South remains on the property and the attorneys for the County and City are recommending that the City seek a court order to have the nuisance abated as two administrative citations have now been issued and the nuisance has not been abated.  Myers asked if the City could issue another citation in addition to seeking the court order.  Sergeant Wallen stated that it is possible, but if the property owner is prosecuted for non-payment of the citations, the judge may rule that only the first citation needs to be paid.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to begin the process of seeking a court order to abate the nuisance at 484 W 1st Street South and to issue an additional citation to the property owner for violation of the City’s Ordinance.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the minutes of the February 12th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  

Council reviewed proposed amendments to Sections 14 and 15 of the City of Cottonwood bylaws for the Cottonwood Fire Department.  Assistant Fire Chief, Jeremy Dieken, discussed the proposed changes to these sections.  Dieken stated that the changes are to allow more flexibility of how members of the Fire Department can make up for attendance requirements, including the options of taking online courses or attending Fire School; when “request to be absent” forms can be submitted; and better aligning the attendance requirements to match the end of attendance calculation on December 1st.  Dieken stated that making sure attendance makeup options are available is important because not meeting attendance requirements can affect the retirement contributions for each member, per the Fire Relief Association bylaws.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt the proposed amendments to Sections 14 and 15 of the City of Cottonwood bylaws for the Cottonwood Fire Department.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

It was reported that the Township meeting with the Fire Department and Ambulance Service will be held on Thursday, March 22nd at the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage.  

Council reviewed the proposed contract for residential garbage and refuse collection between the City of Cottonwood and West Central Sanitation Inc.  It was reported that the agreement is for five years and would start April 1, 2018.  Seipel stated that the language in the agreement follows what was listed for requirements in the request for proposal.  
A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the contract for residential garbage and refuse collection between the City of Cottonwood and West Central Sanitation Inc.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Ray Sweetman of West Central Sanitation presented a letter that would be sent to all Cottonwood residents regarding the upcoming switch for residential garbage service from Waste Management to West Central Sanitation.  The letter discusses when Waste Management carts will be picked up and new, West Central Sanitation carts delivered.  The letter also explains when to have carts out for pickup and who to contact regarding cart sizes and billing questions.  Sweetman stated that the letter will be sent out approximately ten days before service begins.  Seipel stated that residents that have carts not belonging to Waste Management will get to keep their old cart; however, the City may need to consider doing something with these carts for residents that no longer wish to keep them.  
Sweetman said he is working with Seipel to finalize the billing and pickup list for Cottonwood residents.  

Council reviewed proposed Ordinance 2018-1, and Ordinance amending the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  Seipel stated that the City’s attorney has reviewed the proposed ordinance and recommends moving forward with holding a public hearing to consider its adoption. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to set a public hearing for review of proposed Ordinance 2018-1, and Ordinance Amending the City’s Zoning Ordinance, for Tuesday, March 20th at 7:05 PM.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Seipel presented a zoning permit application from Darwin and Deb Vermaat at 260 Front Street for the construction of a 12’ X 12’ gazebo.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the zoning permit for Darwin and Deb Vermaat.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

It was reported that the floor in the large room of the Community Center is currently being worked on.  It is still anticipated that the renovation project will be complete by the middle of March. 

Council reviewed an updated budget for the Community Center renovation project.  It was reported that there were additional expenses related to extra material that needed to be placed around the hood vent in the kitchen, hooks on the ceiling of the large room, and the installation of a second barn style door in the back of the large room.   Seipel stated that there should be a savings from the Southwest Glass quote because of the door type change.  There will also be savings on the gas line replacement.  

Council reviewed the proposed rate schedule for the Community Center.  The proposed schedule is broken down by Wedding; large gathering, including full day and half day; small gathering, including full day and half day; and kitchen, if being used for food preparation.  The proposed schedule also increases the damage deposit amount to equal the full rate of rental.  If the small area is rented for a small gathering, the renter would need to be informed that they cannot use the large room area and if a mess is found in the large area, money will be taken out of their deposit for cleanup.  

Rates for classes held in the Community Center, in which students are charged to attend, were discussed.  Mark Veglahn of Lee’s Tae Kwon Do stated that he currently pays $25 to $30 per month to hold their classes in the Community Center twice per week.  Veglahn also stated that he does not make much money from the classes and if the rate to rent the Community Center is too high, he will not be able to offer classes in Cottonwood.  Veglahn currently has 20 students in his class, but it is typical to have approximately 15 students.  The possibility to charge per student was discussed.  
Moseng questioned whether charging per student would make sense as utilities are still being used when class is in session.  Seipel stated that making sure that the facility is clean after classes has been a concern.  Veglahn stated that he understands the need to increase the rates, but wants to make sure classes are still affordable for his students and is willing to move class to the Sr. Citizens Center if another event wants to be booked in the Community Center during class time.  

After some discussion, Council directed Seipel to draw up a rate schedule that charges profit making classes for a minimum of $50 per month, plus an additional $3.00 per youth student and $6.00 per adult student for any classes over 20 students and bring the final schedule to the next Council meeting for approval.  Council also asked that City staff use the rates in the proposed rate schedule in the meantime.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve an invoice for carpentry from Dave Geihl Construction.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve an invoice from Geihl Construction for duct work installation, floor grinding and project additions.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information from Charter Communications on cable lineup changes.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:34 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor
















REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 6TH, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, March 6th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Robert Lund; West Central Sanitation General Operations Manager, Ray Sweetman; Shari Vien; and Shannon Geihl.    

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the February 20th, Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.   

Agenda additions were noted. 

It was reported that Seipel is working with the City’s attorney to seek a court order regarding the nuisance at 484 W 1st Street South.  It was also reported that parking citations have been issued with the recent snowfalls.  Vehicles that have received multiple citations were discussed.  Dahl stated that it may be a good idea to consider amending the City’s winter parking ordinance to incorporate the possibility of having a vehicle towed if it is not moved after the first citation.  

Council reviewed a notice that has been sent to residents that were not on the residential garbage list with Waste Management.  Sweetman stated that some of these residents have contacted West Central Sanitation to set up service.  If either the City or West Central Sanitation has not been contacted by March 16th, these residents will automatically be enrolled in the minimum service.  Seipel stated that a few residents have contacted him because they dispose of their household garbage through their business.  After some discussion, Council recommended that households that dispose of garbage through their business may be exempt from the requirement to enroll in the contracted service as long as the City is contacted and it has been documented.  

Seipel stated that some residents are not interested in keeping their old, brown carts.  Council discussed the possibility of having a drop off site for carts that residents no longer wish to keep.  Seipel recommended that notice stating that the drop off site is available be included in the letter that is sent to all residents by Southwest Sanitation.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to recess the Regular City Council Meeting to the Cottonwood Community Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Council recessed to the Cottonwood Community Center at 7:23 PM to review the status of the Community Center renovation project.  

Council returned to City Hall at 7:48 PM.  

Council discussed how the floor in the large room of the Community Center turned out.  It was the consensus of the Council that the floor should be redone.  A motion by Shawn Myers to request that the floor be redone by the flooring contractor at no expense to the City and that the pearl color be removed from the plan to redo it.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the proposed Community Center rate schedule.  Shawn Myers stated that the rate that is charged for Tae Kwon Do should be revisited this summer.  A motion by Shawn Myers to adopt the revised Community Center rate schedule.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $187 contribution from Borch’s for Community Center t-shirt fundraiser sales.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

It was reported that a cleanup day for the Community Center is planned for Saturday, March 10th to help get the facility cleaned after the renovation project.  

Seipel stated that Justin Deuel is attending the Minnesota Rural Water Association Conference in St. Cloud. 

Council reviewed the cash balance report, profit & loss/budget comparison and statement of cash flows as of 2/28/2018 (on file in Clerk’s Office).  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $115 contribution to the Cottonwood Ambulance Service from Echo Township.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Seipel stated that the grant application deadline for the Art Project Grant through the Southwest Minnesota Art’s Council is due tomorrow.  This grant helps to secure funds for the musical talent that is performed at Central Park Market every summer.  As a part of this grant application, it is required that the City act as the fiscal agent to receive the grant proceeds.  A motion by Mike Lee to authorize the City of Cottonwood to act as the fiscal agent for Central Park Market’s 2018 Art Project Grant application.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

It was reported that the public hearing on the proposed zoning ordinance amendments will be held at the Mid-Month City Council Meeting on March 20th.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the contract with Pyrotechnic Display Inc. in the amount of $4,000 for the 2018 Coming Home Days Fireworks Show.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Joel Dahl to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:17 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor





































MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 20TH, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, March 20th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; and Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Eric Conner.    

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the March 6th Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the March 12th Meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve Andrew Praus as a member of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that the Cottonwood Ambulance Service will be hosting a steak fry fundraiser on Saturday, April 7th at the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage. 

Council reviewed a poster for the proposed spring clean-up, to take place on Saturday, May 12th.  It is proposed that the City will work with West Central Sanitation for garbage and appliance/electronic pick up services at the event.  

A motion by Mike Lee to host a citywide spring clean-up on Saturday, May 12th from 9AM to 1 PM at the City Maintenance Shop.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to close the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to open the public hearing on proposed amendments to City of Cottonwood Ordinance 1993-1, the City of Cottonwood’s Zoning Ordinance.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Seipel presented the proposed amendments to the Cottonwood Zoning Ordinance.  These amendments include the addition of Section 2003 to Article XX, entitled design standards.  This new section will allow for the Council to review the design characteristics of a new or substantially altered structure and provide input before a permit for the structure is approved. 
Section 2802.2 would be amended to provide that building permits become null and void after one year of issuance.  The applicant would have the opportunity to apply for an extension.  Council discussed setting a set time limit on granted extensions.  After some discussion, it was recommended that the proposed ordinance state that extensions can be granted for a period of 60 days and that the application for extension be provided at a fee, set by the Council.  
Section 2802.3 would limit approval of permit applications by the Clerk-Administrator to minor modifications, including items such as driveways, patios and fences.  

Discussion was held on whether adopting the State Building Code would be beneficial to the community.  Seipel stated that he has some information on the pros and cons of adopting the Code.  Council requested to review information on the State Building Code at the next Council Meeting.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the public hearing on proposed amendments to City of Cottonwood Ordinance 1993-1, the City of Cottonwood’s Zoning Ordinance.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to open the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.   

Justin Deuel reported that the City was experiencing wet and muddy alleyways and a post on the City’s Facebook page is requesting that residents not drive in alleyways if possible. 
Deuel stated that there were concerns with mud in the Community Center after Tae Kwon Do class.  Deuel also reported on the process of snow removal for city sidewalks and the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage.  It was reported that maintenance personnel do removal at the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage after the initial snowfall, but snow can drift back in after removal.  It was recommended that Deuel clarify with the Fire Department on the snow removal process.  

It was reported that the City’s attorney is advising that the City consider dismissing nuisance citations issued to the resident as 484 W 1st Street South and continue to proceed with the court order to remove the nuisance.  The recommendation to dismiss the citations is based on the fact that the property owner now lives out of state and is not able to be extradited to court to pay the penalties.  To pursue collection of the citations will likely cost the City in legal fees with no result.  A draft notice that would be served to the property owner, setting a hearing for court order on April 16th was reviewed.  Council discussed their frustration that the citation process did not result in the abatement of the nuisance.  Discussion was held on how long this process has taken and the fact that amending the ordinance made it longer than necessary.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to dismiss the citations for nuisance violation at 484 West 1st Street South.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed an updated budget and expense form for the Community Center renovation project.  

It was reported that Advantage Coating has come back with an offer to redo the large room floor in the Community Center for $1,000.  A motion by Shawn Myers to proceed with having the large room floor in the Community Center redone.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Myers, Lee, Horner voted in favor.  Dahl opposed.  Carried. 

Council reviewed two invoices from Dave Geihl construction for carpentry work in the Community Center.  It was reported that materials have been deducted from the invoice for suspended ceilings as that will be paid directly to the Cottonwood Building Center so that there will be no sales tax charged.  Moseng stated that the difference in the sales tax should also be deducted from the invoice.  


A motion by Mike Lee to approve paying the invoices from Dave Geihl Construction for labor on the Community Center.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Shawn Myers recommended looking into temporary dividers to be placed between the small area and the large area of the Community Center for certain events.  Seipel stated that he is working with the Committee to form a list of items needed for the facility, such as tables and chairs, and they will need to be prioritized to see what can be purchased this year after the construction invoices have been paid. 

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:25 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor

















REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 3RD, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Brandon Coens; and Perry Penske.   Mayor Corey Moseng was absent. 

Vice President Shawn Myers called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the March 20th Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

A motion by Mike Horner to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Justin Deuel reported that he and the maintenance staff will be attending training on how to operate mosquito spraying equipment.  This year’s budget calls for the purchase of mosquito spraying equipment and chemicals so that City staff can spray for mosquitos when needed and when weather conditions are ideal.  In the long run, after the equipment is purchased, the City should save money each year by providing mosquito spraying services in house instead of contracting for services.  Deuel stated that he will provide Council with quotes on spraying equipment as soon as he has that information available.  

Council reviewed proposed Ordinance No. 2018-1, An Ordinance Amending Article XX and Article XXVIII of Ordinance No. 1993-2, Adopted March 15, 1993 and Entitled, “City of Cottonwood Zoning Ordinance”.  Seipel reported that the proposed ordinance now includes language relating to requests for building permit extensions.  The proposed ordinance states that permit extensions shall be valid for a period of sixty days and can be applied for at a fee set by resolution.  Council discussed setting the fee at the original value of the building permit.  Seipel stated that he will prepare a resolution to set the fee for permit extension and have it available at the next Council meeting.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-1, An Ordinance Amending Article XX and Article XXVIII of Ordinance No. 1993-2, Adopted March 15, 1993 and Entitled, “City of Cottonwood Zoning Ordinance”.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Horner to open the public hearing to consider preliminary approval of the proposed subdivision of land and plat for the Northwood Town Home Addition.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Seipel presented a survey of the proposed Northwood Town Home Addition plat.  The proposed plat subdivides existing Outlot B of Northwood First Addition into five separate parcels.  The developer, Perry Penske, is proposing to construct five townhomes in the new subdivision, with one townhome placed on each parcel.  Seipel stated that the lot sizes meet the requirements of the City’s zoning ordinance and the proposed townhome development will be laid out in a way that meets the setback and impervious surface requirements of the City’s zoning ordinance. 

Mr. Penske is proposing that construction of the townhomes start on Lot 1 and possibly Lot 2 this summer and then move to the east on Lots 3, 4, and 5 as demand allows.  

It was reported that water and sewer services for the proposed development would extend from an existing service stub in front of proposed Lot 2.  The services for Lots 1 and 2 would be installed this year and capped of at the west end of Lot 3.  If demand allows, services will be extended to the east along the boulevard.  Seipel stated that the City is typically responsible for bringing water and sewer services to the lot line and the developer is responsible for installing services on private property.  Most of the City’s expenses should be recovered from the water, sewer and lift station hookup charges that would be invoiced for each parcel that receives service.  Deuel stated that hydrants for flushing would be placed on each end of the new subdivision, with the east hydrant installed once services are installed to that area.  Deuel also stated that the connection of services for the proposed development would be done in a way that does not require the City to tear into the street and will not affect services on the south side of Northwood Drive.  

Mr. Penske stated that he is excited to take get started on this proposed development and he has received a lot of interest in the proposed townhomes to date. 

Seipel stated that since the proposed subdivision has already been surveyed and that the proposed developments to take place in the subdivision will meet the City’s zoning requirements, he is recommending approval of the preliminary and final plat for Northwood Town Home Addition so that it may be recorded with the Lyon County Recorder.  

A motion by Mike Horner to adopt Resolution 2018-4A, A Resolution Approving the Preliminary Plat of Northwood Town Home Addition in the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution 2018-4B, A Resolution Approving the Final Plat of Northwood Town Home Addition in the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to close the public hearing to consider preliminary approval of the proposed subdivision of land and plat for the Northwood Town Home Addition.  Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to open the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report and the profit & loss/ budget comparison as of 3/31/2018.

Council reviewed the incident analysis report from the Lyon County Sheriff’s Office.  
Seipel reported that the alleyways around town are extra soft and muddy and therefore City staff has been recommending to residents that can only access their driveways and garages through the alleyway that they only park in the street.  Deuel stated that he would prefer to plow around vehicles for the time being instead of having vehicles further degrade the City’s alleyways.  Because of this, Seipel has asked the Sheriff’s Department to refrain from issuing citations for winter parking for the remainder of the spring.  

Seipel reported that he thinks it is possible to incorporate language relating to the towing of vehicles in violation of the City’s winter parking ordinance without having to declare a snow emergency.  Council viewed some examples from some cities that allow for the towing of vehicles in violation of parking regulations without declaring a snow emergency.  Seipel stated that he is seeking confirmation from the city’s attorney before preparing a draft amendment to the City’s winter parking ordinance. 

It was reported that the floor in the large room of the Community Center is scheduled to be redone during the week of April 16th and that a part in the kitchen hood vent needs to be replaced so that it can pass inspection.  

Council reviewed the budget for the Community Center renovation project.  Seipel noted a few additions to the budget including extra labor needed to replace the small room base boards and the installation of metal interior doors instead of wood doors.  

Council reviewed a list of recommended items that were compiled by the Community Center Committee.  It was recommended that the City Council consider the purchase of certain items, such as new tables and chairs and a portable coat rack, when funds allow.  Seipel recommended that Council review the information contained in the list and let him know if they have questions related to these recommendations.  

Seipel presented information on the State Building Code, including the pros and cons of adopting the code and the recommended process for adopting the code.  Seipel stated that that in addition to educating the public and staff on how adopting the building code will affect the building and zoning permit process, one of the greatest challenges will be to make sure that the City is able to contract with a building inspection firm to assist the City in enforcing the code.  Council discussed the need to have a good candidate in place before the City considers adopting the code.  Shawn Myers stated that he has concerns about how the permit process could become lengthy for contractors and residents should the City not have the right inspector in place.  

Council reviewed information from the Lyon County Auditor regarding tax abatements for BNSF Railroad parcels in the County.  The abatement is the result of a lawsuit between BNSF and the State of Minnesota.  The City of Cottonwood’s abatement will amount to $1,190.61 and will come in the form of an unallotment from this year’s levy.   

Council reviewed information from the Lyon County Auditor regarding special assessments to be placed on taxable property associated with Judicial Ditch 10 in Yellow Medicine, Lyon and Redwood Counties.  Seipel stated that this onetime assessment will be charged to help the Ditch System to purchase right of ways for buffer zones.  The total assessment to the City will amount to approximately $1,500 for 2019.  

Council reviewed a thank you from the Lakeview Yearbook Staff. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:12 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Shawn Myers, Council Vice President 




















PROPERTY VALUATION AND MID-MONTH 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 17TH, 2018

The 2018 Property Valuation and Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, April 17th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl, and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Sergeant, Eric Wallen; Ambulance Director, Dane Meyer; Lyon County Assessor, Sherri Kitchenmaster; Appraiser, Mark Buysse; Appraiser, Katie Blegen; Ken and Elaine Meyer; Don Monsen; Allie Enga .   

Mayor Moseng called the property valuation hearing to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

Lyon County Assessor, Sherri Kitchenmaster, provided an overview of recent home, commercial building and land sales.  Kitchenmaster explained that the Assessor’s Office compares property sales to estimated market values to help determine values for the following year.  
Kitchenmaster and appraiser Mark Buysse explained that with the implementation of the new Vanguard system a few years ago, based on the data for Cottonwood properties, some properties declined in market value and some saw an increase.  Buysse also explained that the City of Cottonwood is divided into two map factor categories for values, with properties on the shore of Cottonwood Lake in one category and the remaining portions of the City in the other category.

Ken and Elain Meyer questioned why their property saw a 30% increase in value from the previous year.  Buysse stated that the value was determined by the grade of the home and comparing it with similar properties.  Assessor Kitchenmaster stated that they will look at the home this evening to see if anything can be revaluated and report back to the City Council. 

Don Monson stated that with the construction of a garage addition at his home, he did not believe that a 38% increase in value was justified.  Buysse stated that he would like to get a better look at the home as well as the condition of the detached garage on the property.  Assessor Kitchenmaster stated that they will look at the home this evening to see if anything can be revaluated and report back to the City Council.

Allie Enga questioned why the value of her older home had increased.  Buysse stated that this home has unique characteristics that would be expensive to replicate.  Buysse stated that he would recommend no change on the value of the home until he can take a closer look and evaluate the condition of the detached garage on the property.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to recess the property valuation hearing.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Lyon County Assessor Staff, and residents with valuation concerns, left the meeting.  

A motion by Mike Lee to open the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes of the April 3rd, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

The property owner of the home at 484 West 1st Street South was not present regarding the nuisance on his property after being served notice that this issue would be discussed.   A motion by Shawn Myers to order that the nuisance on the property at 484 West 1st Street South be abated and for the City seek a judgement from the court to allow City staff to abate said nuisance.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a draft ordinance related to snow removal and winter parking.  The draft included a provision relating to the declaration of a snow alert and the towing of vehicles if they are left standing more than 24 hours after the issuance of a snow alert.  The proposed revisions from the current ordinance would help the City to better deal with vehicles that are left in place for multiple snow events and create an issue with removing snow in addition to a visual nuisance.  Seipel stated that he still needs to check with the Sheriff’s Office regarding the language relating to the impoundment of vehicles.  Discussion was held on how long vehicle owners should be given after the declaration of a snow alert before they need to move.  Deuel stated that he feels 24 hours should be sufficient.  Council directed Seipel to draft an ordinance that can be reviewed before a public hearing is held on the proposed Ordinance.  Seipel stated that he has received a request to extend no evening parking to Barstad Road between West Main Street and the alleyway north of Main Street, during the time that the winter parking ordinance is in effect and recommended that Council consider adding this to the parking ordinance if it is amended.  

Justin Deuel stated that he and the maintenance staff learned a lot at the mosquito spraying training and will work on getting quotes for mosquito spraying equipment. 

Council commented that the City maintenance staff did a great job with snow removal over the weekend after a large winter storm hit the area.  It was reported that this past snowfall was the eighth largest in recorded history for the area.  Joel Dahl stated that staff took this large snowfall event in stride and handled it very well despite what a few impatient residents have said.  Deuel stated that he appreciates the Council’s positive comments as the past few days have been difficult.  

Council reviewed the cash and accrual basis account balance report as of March 31, 2018. 

Seipel discussed a memo relating to the consumption of alcohol on public property in the City of Cottonwood.  The memo explained that currently alcohol is allowed to be consumed on public property in the City only if it is served by a business that holds an on-sale license.  The option for groups to bring their own alcohol onto City property is prohibited by Ordinance 2010-2.  

Some options that the City can consider for allowing alcohol in public places include amending the ordinance to allow for the issuance of temporary permits, approved by the City and the State, to certain organizations that meet the State Statutes definition of a group that can apply for such a permit; or allow groups of people or organizations to bring their own alcohol, as long as the alcohol is not sold and the group demonstrates proof that they are carrying insurance for the event and the City is listed as additional insured.  Council directed Seipel to search for more information on individual insurance coverage for parties that bring their own alcohol and examples of ordinances that allow for the issuance of temporary permits and bring your own alcohol.  

Council reviewed the minutes from the April 9th meetings of the Cottonwood Fire Department and the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association. 

Council reviewed the minutes of the March 26th of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service. 

Council reviewed a memo related to a HIPAA compliance program through Compliancy Group.  Ambulance Director Dane Meyer stated that the program helps train employees on federal HIPAA policy and works with the City to develop a plan and generate reports to help ensure that the City would pass a federal audit for HIPAA compliance.  With a discounted rate, the cost to implement and keep the program and related software would be $1,700 per year.  Joel Dahl questioned what the benefits would be if the City kept the program every year when the training and development of the reports would take place the first year.  Dahl felt that there would be a lot of responsibility placed on the person responsible for making sure the City stays in compliance and if having a paid position of a compliance officer would be less expensive than staying with the program.  Council asked if Meyer could seek references from other entities that use this program.  Meyer stated that he will seek references and also discuss it at the next meeting of the Ambulance Service.  

Council member Shawn Meyers left at 9:00 PM.  

Seipel stated that the floor in the large room of the Community Center has been re-poured and looks good.  

Council reviewed an updated budget for the Community Center Project.  Seipel stated that the invoice from Cottonwood Co-op Oil Co. for plumbing came in approximately $11,000 less than anticipated and provided a big break with the project expenses. 

Council reviewed the recommendation list from the Community Center Committee.  Seipel noted the items that have been completed.  After review, Council directed Seipel to seek quotes for new tables and chairs for the facility. 

Council reviewed draft Resolution 2018-4C.  Seipel stated that the resolution sets the fees for zoning permit extension request at $50 for projects less than $5,000 in value and $100 for projects greater than $5,000 in value.  This is the same as the actual fee for a zoning permit.  A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution 2018-4C, A Resolution Setting the Fee for Building/Zoning Permit Requests.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the proposed application for filing a request for zoning permit extension.  Seipel stated that the application includes questions relating to the reason for the request and allows Council to comment upon approving or denying a request.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the application format for zoning request.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Seipel presented a zoning permit application from Chris and Sara Keleher at 49 Jalym Drive for a 10’ X 14’ storage shed and 20’ X 14’ deck with ramp and railing.  Council reviewed drawings of the proposed new structures.   A motion by Mike Lee to approve the zoning permit for Chris and Sara Keleher.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Lee to close the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Staff with the Lyon County Assessor’s Office returned. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to reopen the property valuation hearing.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Staff with the Lyon County Assessor’s Office presented the following recommendations to the City Council; 

For parcel 22-128025-0 (Meyer), because of adjusted measurements, an adjustment in the 2018 market value from $394,100 to $391,900.   
A motion by Mike Horner to accept the recommendation to adjust the value of parcel 22-128025-0 from $394,100 to $391,900.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

For parcel 22-148050-1 (Monsen), because of a change in condition of home and detached garage, an adjustment in the 2018 market value from $175,000 to $163,000.  
A motion by Mike Lee to accept the recommendation to adjust the value of  parcel 22-148050-1 from $175,000 to $163,000.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.

For parcel 22-100034-0 (Enga) a recommendation of no change until the property can be viewed by staff from the Assessor’s Office.  
A motion by Mike Horner to accept the recommendation of no change for parcel 22-100034-0.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

For parcel 22-106004-0 (Knutson), because of a reduction in condition for a portion of the home, an adjustment in the 2018 market value from $108,900 to $92,000.  
A motion by Mike Lee to accept the recommendation to adjust the value of parcel 22-106004-0 from $108,900 to $92,000.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

For parcel 22-128012-0 (Sanders), because of a reduction in basement size, an adjustment in the 2018 market value from $318,400 to $315,800.  
A motion by Mike Horner to accept the recommendation to adjust the value of parcel 22-128012-0 from $318,400 to $315,800.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

For parcel 22-106001-0 (Gednalski), because of a reduction in functionality, an adjustment in the 2018 market value from $49,600 to $47,400.  
A motion by Mike Lee to accept the recommendation to adjust the value of parcel 22-106001-0 from $49,600 to $47,400.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to adjourn the Property Valuation Hearing.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 9:47 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor






























REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MAY 1, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, May 1st, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Scott Wilson; and Insurance Agent, Derek Dahl.      

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the April 17th Board of Appeals & Equalization /Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel stated that he will be meeting with distributors this week to get quotes for mosquito spraying equipment. 

Council discussed possible times for members of the Council to tour the City maintenance and infrastructure facilities.  Council requested to meet at City Hall at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, May 15th for the Mid-Month Council meeting so that Council can recess and tour the city facilities, prior to reconvening at 7:00 PM to discuss the items on the meeting agenda.  

Council reviewed a quote from the Yellow Medicine County Highway Department for the dust control application on Old Hwy 17, for dust control during the summer months.  The price quoted is $.80 per foot.   With 2,100 feet of the road to receive the application, the total price of the application comes to $1,680.  This is the same price as was quoted in 2017.

A motion by Joel Dahl to contract with the Yellow Medicine County Highway Department for a dust control application on Old Hwy 17 in 2018.   Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed proposed Ordinance No. 2018-2, an ordinance relating to winter parking.  Seipel stated that the Sheriff’s Department is comfortable leaving the declaration of a snow alert up to the City and its staff.  Seipel stated that he is waiting to hear back from the owners of the apartment building at 91 Barstad Road North to see if they would have concerns about adding their section of Barstad Road into the Central Business District no parking zone.  Council recommended revising language in the proposed ordinance to state that a Snow Emergency can be declared, instead of a Snow Alert.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to set a public hearing date to review proposed Ordinance No. 2018-2, and Ordinance relating to winter parking for Tuesday, June 5th at 7:05 PM.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a memo relating to alcohol in public places.  Seipel stated that in order to allow for the consumption of alcohol in public places for certain events or private gatherings by groups or people that do not have an on-sale liquor license, the City would need to amend Ordinance 2010-2 to allow for the issuance of temporary permits and/or allow groups to bring their own alcohol if it will not be sold.  Derek Dahl, with the Insurance Service Agency, discussed TULIP and other insurance coverage options for events.  Mr. Dahl stated that the City’s insurer, the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust, leaves it up to the City’s discretion on whether to allow the consumption of alcohol on public property.  In regards to “BYOB”, using the facilities at SMSU as an example, Dahl recommended that gatherings that bring their own alcohol and serve it on public property should make sure that the alcohol is not sold at the event, the alcohol is served by a trained server, and whoever is hosting the event carry a TULIP or other insurance policy that lists the City as an additional insured.  

Council discussed if the TULIP or other additional insurance coverage should be required for all events that serve or consume alcohol on public property.  Mr. Dahl recommended that if alcohol will be served to people at a large event, that the City consider requiring the additional insurance, in addition to requiring that alcohol be served by a trained server.  Mr. Dahl noted that it is unlikely that the City would be found at fault for issues that arise from a family or small group of people that bring and consume alcohol on public property.  

Moseng said that the Clerk-Administrator should use his discretion and consult with Mr. Dahl to decide whether an event or gathering will need additional insurance should the City allow for BYOB.   

Seipel stated that the City could issue up to ten temporary permits per year, if allowed by Ordinance, to groups or organizations that meet the State statute definition of an entity that can apply for a temporary permit.  

The potential for additional trash in City parks, should the City allow for alcohol consumption in the parks, was discussed.  Deuel stated that he does not believe there would be a lot more garbage generated, but advised against allowing glass containers.  
Council directed Seipel to find examples of Ordinances that allow for the issuance of temporary liquor permits and BYOB on public property. 

Council reviewed the cash balance report as of April 30, 2018 (on file in Clerk’s Office). 

Moseng stated that he would like to take a closer look at the City’s Ordinances relating to ATV’s and carts.  Upon review, Council discussed the need to make sure that law enforcement is enforcing the requirement that all ATV’s and carts that drive in the City of Cottonwood be licensed.   The option for the City to revoke a permit for drivers that break the rules of the ordinance was discussed.  Moseng stated that drivers need to follow the rules and the rules need to be enforced.  If reckless driving of ATVs becomes an issue, the City should consider repealing the ordinances allowing for carts and ATV’s to be driven on City streets, thus taking away the privilege for people to drive these types of vehicles on City streets.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve Ashley Edwards and John Caron as members of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the proposed three year contract with Physio Control for the service of the EKG monitors for the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  A motion by Mike Lee to approve the three year contract with Physio Control for the service of the EKG monitors for the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

It was reported that Seipel and Ambulance Service Director Dane Meyer have meet with Derek Dahl to discuss how the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust can help the City make sure it is in compliance with HIPAA guidelines.  Seipel and Meyer will work to gather more information on how the League of Minnesota Cities can provide assistance.  

It was reported that the citywide spring cleanup will be held on Saturday, May 12th from 9AM to 1PM at the City Maintenance Shop.  

Council reviewed the updated budget for the Community Center renovation project. 

Council reviewed several quotes for new tables and chairs in the Community Center.  Seipel stated that he should have examples of chairs for demonstration at the Mid-month City Council meeting.  Council discussed the need to purchase new chairs in one transaction to make sure that all of the chairs in the facility are the same style and quality.  

The hosting of an open house for the newly renovated Community Center was discussed.  Council directed Seipel to host an open house during the Friday of Coming Home Days.  

It was reported that the Community Center Committee is working with Borch’s Sporting Goods to sell Cottonwood t-shirts as a fundraiser for the renovation project.  

Seipel presented the following zoning permit applications; from Sherri Schwisow at 25 Shoreview Drive for a 10’ X 10’ three season porch addition.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the zoning permit for Sherri Schwisow at 25 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  From Stephen Belden at 64 West 5th Street South for a 275’ long by 4’ high fence.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the zoning permit for Stephen Belden at 64 West 5th Street South.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  From Joel and Kathy Dahl at 123 West 5th Street South for an 8’ X 12’ storage shed.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the zoning permit for Joel and Kathy Dahl at 123 West 5th Street South.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Joel Dahl abstained. Carried. 

Council reviewed the minutes of the April 19th meeting of the Cottonwood EDA.  It was reported that the EDA is seeking to start a demolition fund to assist owners of commercial buildings, particularly in the Central Business District, with the demolition of substandard structures.  The EDA board recommended that the City consider levying $5,000 each year to contribute to the fund.  The EDA may plan on levying the same amount, allowing property owners to apply for a $10,000 grant from the City/EDA to assist with building demolition. Council asked Seipel to seek information from other cities that may have a similar demolition program.  

Council reviewed information from the Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) on their annual budget public hearing; a request from Lakeview Community Education for support; a notice from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission regarding Frontier Communications Customer Service; information from Charter Communications regarding TV channel changes; and a list of “Thank You’s” for contractors that contributed towards the Community Center renovation project.  
A motion by Shawn Myers to contribute $500 to Lakeview Community Education for support of summer programs.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  
  
Tentative future meetings were noted.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:36 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor



















MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MAY 15, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, May 15th, 2018, 5:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; and Marshall Radio News Director, Dan Paluch.  Council Member Shawn Myers was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order.  

A motion by Mike Horner to recess the City Council Meeting to tour the City infrastructure and maintenance facilities.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Council arrived back to the Council Chambers at 6:40 PM.  A motion by Mike Lee to reconvene the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy Matthew Boettger; City Attorney, Mike Cable; and Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge arrived. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the minutes of the May 1st, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept a $50.00 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Council reviewed several quotes for mosquito spraying equipment and supplies.  Deuel stated that after the initial purchase of the equipment, the City should only need to purchase spray and larvae treatment pellets in the future.  The equipment should be functional for at least fifteen years.  Owning the equipment should result in a significant cost savings to the City when compared to making payments for an annual contract for mosquito spraying services.  Deuel also stated that the City would now have the option to spray when time and conditions are optimal. 
For instance, last year it would have been nice to be able to spray later in the season because that was when the mosquitos were at their worst.  Mike Lee asked if the spray was safe.  Deuel stated that the spray is diluted that it is not harmful.  Deuel also stated that the larvae treatment is applied to low lying wet areas around the City.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the quote from Univar Environmental Sciences for mosquito control equipment and product.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council thanked Deuel for the tour of the City’s infrastructure and maintenance facilities.  

Council reviewed the statement of cash flows, profit & loss/budget comparison, and account balance report in accrual basis as of April 30, 2018.

Seipel presented a draft ordinance relating to alcohol in public places and the use of parks and other public property.  Seipel stated that the proposed ordinance would repeal Ordinances 1998-4 and 2010-2, both of which relate to alcohol in public places.  The repeal of both ordinances would make relating to public property regulations less confusing.  The language relating specifically to park regulations has been copied over into the draft ordinance.  

The main change from Ordinance 2010-2 to the proposed ordinance is that the proposed allows for the application of a special permit for alcohol display and consumption in parks and at the community center.  Applications can be made from a wide range of groups, including families, organizations and entities that have a license to serve and sell alcohol.  Currently, ordinance 2010-2 allows for only entities with an on-sale license to apply for a special permit and bring alcohol onto public property.  Seipel stated that the proposed ordinance would be similar to the 1998-4 ordinance in that special permits would be available upon Council approval and Council may request more information from an applicant or deny an application for any reason, however persons or groups would not be able to bring alcohol into parks or the community center without receiving a special permit.  

Discussion was held on how difficult it would be to regulate everyone that brings alcohol onto public property.  Joel Dahl stated that if the parks were open to anyone with alcohol, the City could be creating more issues in trying to regulate and patrol its use.  Seipel stated that one benefit of requiring special permits would be that the City will be aware of when alcohol is brought onto public property and can request an insurance rider and additional information from the applicant, if the Clerk-Administrator or City Council feels that would be in the City’s best interest.  Seipel stated that he will forward the draft ordinance to the City’s attorney and insurance agent for their input.  It was reported that the application for special permit and fees can be decided by Council resolution, but does not need to be a part of the ordinance.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the vendor’s permit application from Laurie Kuyper (Louba’s Lunch Wagon) to serve food at C.W. Reishus Park from May 16th to December 31st, 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

City Attorney, Mike Cable, updated Council on the nuisance violation at 484 West 1st Street South.  Mr. Cable explained that because the City has adopted a new ordinance relating to nuisance violations and the fact that the property owner is no longer present in the community, the process of abating the nuisance has taken much longer than anticipated.  The process should not take nearly this long in the future.  Mr. Cable stated that notice of the order for abatement needs to be sent to the lien holder on the property before a court hearing date can be set.  He anticipated that the hearing will be set for some time in Mid-July, and that Seipel will need to be present at the hearing.  Mr. Cable recommended that Council adopt an order of nuisance violation so that it may be sent, along with the other notices that were sent to the property owner, to the lien holder.  This notice must be sent to the lien holder in order for the City to assess to the property any expenses related to the nuisance abatement.  A motion by Mike Lee to adopt an order of nuisance violation for the property at 484 West 1st Street South.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the minutes of the May 14th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  

It was reported that the Cottonwood Ambulance Service has requested that the City look at what it can do to make sure that apartment buildings in the City are marked with their street address and apartments units are marked with an apartment number.  It is difficult for emergency services to find a patient if the building or apartment unit is not marked with an easily read address number.  Seipel stated that some cities have ordinances in place that require address numbers to be displayed and define how the numbers should be displayed.  Council discussed the fact that there are homes around the City that have no address number displayed or the incorrect address is displayed.  Council agreed that not having numbers posted on apartment buildings is an immediate concern.  Council directed Seipel to work with emergency services and apartment owners to make sure that their apartment buildings and units are marked with easy to read numbers and to advise them that the City may consider adopting an ordinance in the future.  

Seipel reported that the spring cleanup went well.  The trucks and staff that West Central Sanitation provided made it easy for residents to dispose of their household waste.  

Council reviewed the project update for the Community Center renovation project.  Seipel stated that all bills for the project have either been paid or received. 

Seipel stated that he is still waiting on chair samples for the community center and will present them to Council once they are available.  

Council reviewed a zoning permit application from Vivify Development LLC at 6 Northwood Drive for a duplex dwelling consisting of two of the following; 1,067 sq. ft. home, 121 sq. ft. covered front porch, 552 sq. ft. attached garage, and 890 sq. ft. concrete driveway.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the zoning permit application for Vivify Development LLC at 6 Northwood Drive.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

It was reported that the current addressing system on Northwood Drive has not left a sufficient number of even address numbers on the north side of the street to accommodate all of the new parcels in the Northwood Town Home Addition.  Seipel stated that after discussing the issue with Lyon County GIS and the post office, it was recommended that the City consider having whole, even numbers on the north side of the street for these new parcels so that their corresponding address will work well with the emergency response system.  This will involve the need to request that the two parcels to the west of the new addition be readdressed; starting with the vacant lot at 10 Northwood Drive, to be readdressed to 18 Northwood Drive and the home at 8 Northwood Drive, to be readdressed to 16 Northwood Drive.  Council directed Seipel to work with the property owners of 10 and 8 Northwood Drive to readdress the properties.  Seipel stated that the zoning permit approved for 6 Northwood Drive would then be readdressed to 14 Northwood Drive if the readdressing takes place.  

It was reported that Central Park Market has received a grant from the Southwest Minnesota Arts Council (SMAC) for the musical talent portion at Central Park Market. 

Council reviewed the notice of plant closure from Mid-Continent Cabinetry.  Seipel reported that he is working with the Mid-Continent HR representative and the Marshall Area Chamber of Commerce to provide job fairs that will attempt to connect employees losing their jobs to area businesses that are hiring.  

Tentative future meetings were noted.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:00 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor




























REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 5, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, June 5th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Adam DeSutter; Taylor Benson; Lyon County Historical Society Director, Jennifer Andries; and Lyon County Historical Society Board Members, Andrea Hess, John Marshall, and Neal Ingebrigtson.  Council Member Mike Lee was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the May 15th, Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept a $50.00 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the 2018 mosquito spraying schedule.  Deuel reported that the schedule calls for spraying on Tuesday evenings between 9:00 PM and Midnight.  Deuel stated that maintenance staff has been dispensing larvicide but he has not noticed that mosquitos were becoming an issue yet.  Because of this, Deuel requested that he wait until next Tuesday evening to start spraying for mosquitoes.  

Deuel reported that he is seeking bids for the purchase of a new maintenance pickup truck and should have them ready for the next City Council meeting. 

Council reviewed the minutes of the April 30th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  

Council reviewed a letter and parade route for the upcoming Cottonwood Coming Home Days parade to take place on July 14th.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve closing streets along the route of the 2018 Coming Home Days Parade, during the time of the parade.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to open the public hearing to consider the adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-2, “An Ordinance Relating to Winter Parking in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a copy of the draft winter parking ordinance.  Seipel stated that the proposed ordinance allows for the ticketing and towing of vehicles on city streets only after the declaration of a snow emergency, between the dates of November 15th and April 15th.  The proposed ordinance also extends the winter parking regulations in the Central Business District to the block of Barstad Road between Main Street and Front Street.   The process for declaring a snow emergency would begin at least 12 hours prior to the snow emergency taking effect.  The Clerk-Administrator would work with the Maintenance Manager to post notice of the snow emergency and the Sheriff’s office would be notified.  If vehicles are found on the streets during the snow emergency, they will receive a citation.  If they remain on the street more than 24 hours after the declaration of the snow emergency, they may be towed.  Vehicle owners that have their vehicles towed must pay a $25.00 charge at the City Clerk’s Office prior to the vehicle being released by the towing contractor.  The vehicle owner would be responsible for paying the towing contractor for the release of their vehicle.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-2 “An Ordinance Relating to Winter Parking in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the public hearing to consider the adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-2, “An Ordinance Relating to Winter Parking in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to open the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report as of 5/31/2018 (on file in clerk’s office).

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve an application from DG Retail LLC. for a license to sell tobacco products at Dollar General, 3106 County Road 10, for a one year period beginning June 28th.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council discussed holding the July Regular City Council Meeting at its scheduled date on the evening of July 3rd.  It was the consensus that most Council Members can make the meeting, but advised Seipel to update Council at the June Mid-Month meeting as to whether the July regular meeting will need to be called.  

Council reviewed proposed Ordinance No. 2018-3, An Ordinance Relating to Alcohol on Public Property in the City of Cottonwood.  A motion by Shawn Myers to set a date for public hearing on Proposed Ordinance No. 2018-3 for Tuesday, June 19th at 7:05 PM.  Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.  

Council reviewed an application to conduct off-site gambling by the Lakeview Booster Club to allow the Booster Club to conduct BINGO at the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage during Coming Home Days.  A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution 2018-6A, Resolution Permitting the Lakeview Booster Club Charitable Gambling Organization to conduct bingo at 100 West 2nd Street South in Cottonwood on July 14, 2018.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Taylor Benson expressed concern about pickup trucks and larger vehicles driving through the vacant City right of way from Tom Christy Lane to the northern end of the city limits, in order to access or come from the dirt path that goes around the north end of Cottonwood Lake.  Benson stated that sometimes vehicles will get stuck behind his residence at late hours and cause excessive noise.  Vehicles driving on the path also create large ruts that make it difficult for residents to traverse the path on bicycles and ATVs.  Benson requested that the City consider installing signs at the Tom Christy Lane and Northwood Drive sides of the path to try to prevent large vehicles from entering the path.  Benson also recommended that the City check with the DNR to see what the weight limits are for the dam on the north end of the lake.  Seipel reported that one recommendation would be to install wood poles at the end of the path that would prevent large vehicles from entering, but Benson was concerned that this would cause these vehicles to cut through his yard.  Deuel stated that he will work to install signs at the entrances of the dirt path and staff will work with residents to monitor the situation.  

Council reviewed a letter that Seipel sent to apartment building owners in the Central Business District, asking them to have address numbers placed on the front doors and tenant doors in their buildings for emergency response purposes.  The letter asked for landlord cooperation by May 21st.  

Seipel presented a zoning permit application from Shawn and Vicki Myers at 117 Shoreview Drive for a 12’ X 16’ storage shed.  The shed will be a new Dakota built shed with shingles and grey, vinyl siding.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the zoning permit for Shawn and Vicki Myers at 117 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Shawn Myers abstained.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the renewal of the Regular On/Off Sale and On Sale Sunday Liquor Licenses for My Three Sons of Cottonwood, Inc. DBA/LeRoy’s.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Lyon County Historical Society Director, Jennifer Andries, and board president, Andrea Hess, presented information on the “Making Lyon County Home” final exhibit plan to be constructed on the second floor of the Lyon County Historical Society Museum.  
The exhibit will cover contemporary history with dynamic stories that place Lyon County in the larger context of Southwest Minnesota history, while emphasizing the County’s unique nature.  The exhibit will work to incorporate information from all cities in the County.  It is anticipated that the exhibit will be ready at the end of 2019.  

Council viewed a presentation that included visual concepts for the exhibit.  The total estimated cost of the exhibit implementation will be approximately $450,000.  To help cover the costs of the exhibit, the historical society has applied for a grant from the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grants-Legacy Grants.  Andries and Hess reported that Lyon County has committed $50,000 in financial assistance for this project and the Historical Society is asking cities to match this contribution based on population, with the request from the City of Cottonwood amounting to $2,300.  The Historical Society Board also expects to ask the local business community for support.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve allocating $2,500 to the Lyon County Historical Society “Making Lyon County Home”  project in the 2019 Budget and to seek supplemental funds from the Cottonwood Historical Society account.   Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council also offered to provide a letter of support for this project.  Hess asked Council to please help spread the word about this important project.  

Council viewed some examples and quotes for plastic chairs for placement in the Community Center.  After viewing the samples, Council recommended focusing on the chair type that was purchased from Running’s of Marshall for the Fire Hall/Ambulance Garage.  Council discussed the option to purchase new tables in addition to the new chairs.  It was recommended that Seipel seek quotes for some round tables and standing tables for the small room that were recommended by the committee in addition to the traditional 8 inch rectangular tables.  The possibility of selling the old metal chairs at the time that the new chairs are purchased was also discussed.  Seipel stated that he will seek additional quotes for tables and if the total amount of table and chair purchases comes to more than what the current budget can handle, the purchase may need to be included as part of the 2019 budget.  

Joel Dahl recommended that Seipel check out options for the purchase of a backup generator for the City Hall building.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Tentative future meetings were noted.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:05 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor












MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 19, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, June 19th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Sergeant, Eric Wallen; City Auditor, Richard Holmberg; and Director of Community Development for DSI, Teresa Schreurs.  Council Member Shawn Myers was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the minutes of the June 5th, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution No. 2018-6B; “A Resolution to Appoint Primary and General Election Judges for the Elections of August 14, 2018 and November 6, 2018”.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel stated that he is seeking quotes for a new maintenance pickup, and is waiting to receive a quote from Ford.  

Deuel stated that mosquito spraying went well last Tuesday evening.  Because of the rain this Tuesday evening, it is likely that spraying will take place tomorrow evening, if weather cooperates.  

Deuel reported that he will be creating new beach buoy anchors from PVC pipe to replace the existing anchors that do not stand up straight.  

A motion by Mike Horner to close the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to open the public hearing to consider the adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-3, “An Ordinance Relating to the Possession and Consumption of Beer, Wine and Intoxicating Liquor in Parks and on Other Public Property; and the Use of Public Parks and Other Public Property in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed proposed Ordinance No. 2018-3.  Seipel stated that the new ordinance would allow groups, organizations, and businesses to apply for a special permit to bring alcohol onto public property such as City parks and the Community Center.  The issuance of special permits will no longer be restricted to only businesses with an on-sale liquor license.  Alcohol will only be allowed onto property with the issuance of a special permit that has been approved by the City Council and the Clerk-Administrator may require additional information as needed, including the requirement that the party have an insurance rider for their event.  Sergeant Wallen recommended that the City require the approved applicant to have a copy of their application with them when their event takes place.  

It was further reported that the new ordinance incorporates existing language from Ordinance No. 1998-4, relating to rules and regulations in the City’s parks.  

A motion by Mike Horner to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-3, “An Ordinance Relating to the Possession and Consumption of Beer, Wine and Intoxicating Liquor in Parks and on Other Public Property; and the Use of Public Parks and Other Public Property in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the public hearing to consider the adoption of Ordinance No. 2018-3, “An Ordinance Relating to the Possession and Consumption of Beer, Wine and Intoxicating Liquor in Parks and on Other Public Property; and the Use of Public Parks and Other Public Property in the City of Cottonwood”.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to open the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Richard Holmberg, CPA presented the draft 2017 audit report for the City of Cottonwood.  Holmberg noted the receipt of funds from the sale of an old pumper truck to pay off debt related to the new pumper truck.  Holmberg also noted that the City is generating sufficient funds in its water and sewer enterprise funds to take on expenses and debt obligations and build reserves.  
Two findings outlined in the report include the lack of segregation of duties in the central administration office and the inability of staff to generate accrual based reports.  Holmberg stated that these findings are typical in Cities the size of Cottonwood.  Council thanked Mr. Holmberg for his report.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the 2017 audit report.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the statement of cash flows and the profit and loss/budget comparison as of May 31, 2018.  Seipel noted the increase in ambulance fund revenues from charges for service and the disbursements on capital outlay items related to the community center renovation project and retrofit work on the fire rescue truck that was purchased from Marshall. 

Seipel presented quotes and related information for the lease of a copy/fax machine for the central administration offices.  Seipel stated that the existing five year lease agreement for the current copy/fax machine is set to expire on July 10th and he has receive quotes from four office equipment providers, including Bennet Office, the current provider.  Seipel also stated that he has worked with representatives from each office supplier to make sure that the machines included in the quote were able to function at the same capability as the existing machine.  Each quote is for a new, five year lease agreement.  After reviewing the quotes, a motion by Mike Lee to approve the quote from One Office Solution for the rental of a Sharp brand copy/fax machine for a five year period.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the notice of filing for candidacy for City Offices.  The notice will be posted on July 2nd and filing will run from Tuesday, July 31st to Tuesday, August 14th.  Elections for City Offices will take place on November 6th.     

Council reviewed the proposed application form for the permit of alcohol on public property.  Seipel stated that he will add information about the need for the applicant to keep the permit in their possession during the time of the event.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the application form for the permit of alcohol on public property.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed a quote for a generator at City Hall.  The quote is for an 11KW and 22KW generator.  It was reported that the 11KW generator would not likely generate enough power to keep the central air conditioning system running.  Joel Dahl questioned if the 11KW would be enough to power the window AC.  Dahl also recommended checking to see how much it would cost to have the generator hooked up to natural gas.  Seipel stated that he will do further investigation and that this may be something that will need to be included in the 2019 budget for Central Administration capital outlay.  Council also asked about the need to have emergency lighting in the community center basement as it is the designated storm shelter.  

Council discussed the tentative dates for July City Council Meetings as the Independence Day Holiday takes place the day after the regular date for the Regular City Council Meeting.  A motion by Joel Dahl to hold the July Regular City Council Meeting on Tuesday, July 17th and to pay invoices as due prior to the meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Teresa Schreurs, Director of Community Development for DSI of Ivanhoe presented information on the Minnesota Small Cities Development Program (SCDP).   Schreurs walked through the basic points of the program and explained that she is currently seeking cities that may have enough potential residential or commercial property owners to participate in an application for the 2019 program year.  The program can be used for home rehabilitation projects for income eligible residents and for interested businesses.  It is likely that if the City of Cottonwood does participate, it would be pairing up with one or two other communities in the area. 

Schreurs reported that prior to submitting a preliminary application to the State of Minnesota, DSI would work with the City to promote the program and document how many residents and business owners would be interested in participating.  If there is enough interest, DSI will work to prepare an initial application and if approved, a final application.  The initial cost to determine interest in the community will be $1,500.  

Joel Dahl stated that perhaps the City should focus on investing money in demolition of dilapidated buildings, since that seems to be a more pressing issue.  Mike Horner and Mike Lee stated that they would be interested in seeing how many households would be interested in the program.  Seipel stated that the City has participated in the program in 2009 and 2011 and paired with another community each time.  Currently there is a small waiting list of residents that are interested in participating in home rehabilitation through the utilization of existing SCDP funds, but the City has not sought out interest in at least a few years.  Seipel stated that he can discuss the possibility of working with DSI at the EDA Board meeting, when they meet later this week, to see if they would be interested in assisting with the cost of determining community interest.  

A motion by Mike Lee to work with DSI of Ivanhoe to determine interest in the community for participation in an application to the Minnesota SCDP, contingent on approval from the EDA to participate in covering half of the cost to determine interest.  Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.  

Sergeant Eric Wallen reviewed the incident report for the past month. 

Mayor Moseng stated that he has witnessed several violations of the City’s Ordinances relating to golf carts, ATV’s, and UTV’s, including small children driving these vehicles and people under the age of 18 without a helmet.  Moseng expressed stated that if residents continue to disregard the rules of the Ordinances, the City may need to consider repealing the ordinance and pull permits.  After some discussion, Council recommended drafting a letter to send to all residents explaining the rules and regulations for golf carts and ATV’s, and explaining that being allowed to operate these vehicles on City streets is a right that can be revoked.  

Council reviewed the minutes of the June 11th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department. 

It was reported that the Cottonwood Ambulance Service has received a $2,500 grant from Monsanto’s America’s Farmers Grow Communities Program. 

Council reviewed the minutes of the May 29th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  

Council reviewed two quotes for the rental of portable toilets for this year’s Coming Home Days celebration.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve renting portable toilets from Southwest Sanitation for the Coming Home Days celebration.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to close West 1st Street from West Main Street to Barstad Road South on July 13th and 14th in conjunction with the Coming Home Days Street Dance.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to grant LeRoy’s of Cottonwood a public consumption permit for the consumption of alcoholic beverages from July 13th – 15th in the fenced in area of West First Street South.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the schedule of events for the Coming Home Days celebration. 

Council reviewed the Coming Home Days financial report as of June 19th.  Seipel stated that the celebration has received enough contributions to support this year’s parade and fireworks show. 

Mayor Moseng thanked the maintenance staff for their work in removing graffiti near the West 1st Street dock on Cottonwood Lake. 

Council requested that a clean-up list be posted in the Cottonwood Community Center.  It was reported that there was some damage related to an event in the Community Center this past weekend.  Council advised Seipel to invoice the expense to repair the damage that is in excess of the damage deposit, to the party that caused the damage. 

Council reviewed quotes for chairs and tables for the Community Center from Runnings and Office Peeps.  Seipel stated that he is waiting for a photo and description of the tables from Runnings.  

Tentative future meetings were noted.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 9:12 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor


























REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, JULY 17, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, July 17th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; and Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Scott Wilson.  Mayor Corey Moseng was absent.  

Vice President Shawn Myers called the meeting to order.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes of the June 19th, Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept a $50.00 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel reported that there were storm water drainage issues on East Park and East Prairie Streets, near West 1st Street South, during the heavy rainfall event a few weeks ago.  The storm sewer intake on East Park Street was made larger during the 2016 street project, but that did not seem to resolve all of the water ponding issues in this area of town.   Deuel stated that he is working to try to determine what is currently in the area for storm sewer infrastructure.  He believes that there is a constraint in the storm sewer line that runs under Barstad Road and then northwest to Cottonwood Lake.  There may be issues with other lines in the area as well.  He will keep Council posted on what he finds out.  

Council reviewed quotes for the purchase of a new City maintenance pickup truck.   Deuel stated that $30,000 had been budgeted for the purchase of the new truck.  The City received quotes from Kruse Ford and Lockwood Motors, both of Marshall.  A motion by Mike Lee to purchase a white, 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 from Lockwood Motors to use as a new city maintenance pickup truck.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Deuel stated that the State may have some surplus 4” water pumps available for purchase.  The pumps would be $500 each and would need to have hoses to hook onto them.  Typically a new pump would cost over $12,000.   Deuel stated that the pumps could really help in the event that the sanitary sewer begins to reach capacity, such as when the City experienced heavy rainfall earlier this month.   A motion by Joel Dahl to purchase up to two 4” pumps from the State surplus.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the cash and accrual balance sheets, statement of cash flows, and profit & loss/ budget comparison as of June 30th.  Seipel noted that the June tax settlement was quite a bit more than budgeted, likely because more property owners paid their taxes in full at the end of 2017.  Seipel stated that he has adjusted the cash flow projections for the December tax settlement accordingly.  

It was reported that DSI of Ivanhoe will be sending out letters to residents and businesses in Cottonwood in order to try to determine how many property owners are interested in participating in the Minnesota Small Cities Development Program (SCDP).  The Cottonwood EDA has agreed to partner with the City of Cottonwood by funding half of the $1,500 cost in working with DSI to determine interest in preparation for an application to Minnesota DEED.  

A motion by Mike Horner to close Front Street from West 5th Street to West 4th Street on Tuesday, August 7th from 5:00 to 8:00 PM in conjunction with National Night Out.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Sheriff’s Deputy Scott Wilson reported that there were not many incidents during Coming Home Days.  The department did receive some call regarding fireworks over the past few weeks. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the July 9th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  

Seipel stated that he, Dale Louwagie and Jeremy Dieken have met with representatives from the Tracy and Marshall Fire Departments to discuss concerns that some townships had regarding how township fire protection rates are calculated.  Seipel reported that the existing fee schedule was implemented in 2012, based on recommendations from the League of Minnesota Cities, and its purpose is to phase in rate increases that will help to get departments where they need to be to pay for capital outlay, training and testing expenses.  The goal is to get to the rate of $640 per section in 2022 and then slowly increase rates for inflation after that point.  At the meeting, all three departments agreed that it would be best to stick with the schedule that they have been following and to provide township boards with information on why the fee schedule was implemented.  This information is proposed to be sent in the form of a letter with the backing of all three cities. Seipel stated that he will work with the Fire Department and townships to hold a meeting after the information is sent, to answer any questions and address concerns that the townships in the Cottonwood fire protection area may have.  

Council reviewed the minutes from the June 25th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service. 

Council reviewed the application for special permit from Central Park Market to serve alcohol at C.W. Reishus Park, during the Market, from 5:00 to 7:00 PM on Wednesday evenings.  A motion by Mike Lee to approve the special permit for Central Park Market to serve alcohol at C.W Reishus Park.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the Community Center financial report for the first half of 2018.  It was reported that bookings for the facility have been strong since opening after the renovation project. 

Council reviewed quotes for new tables and chairs at the Community Center.  After some discussion, a motion by Joel Dahl to purchase new Lifetime brand tables and chairs for the Community Center from Runnings of Marshall.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council discussed the possible sale of the existing tables and chairs at the Community Center, once the new tables and chairs arrive.  Mike Lee recommended selling these items for $5 per chair and $10 per table. 

Seipel reported that the Coming Home Days Celebration has received enough business donations this year to cover the parade and fireworks expenses.  Council reviewed a list of Coming Home Days contributions.  

Council reviewed a Thank You from Lakeview Community Education.  

A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Tentative future meetings were noted.  

Joel Dahl asked if there are options for property tax relief if a new business was to locate into an existing facility in the Industrial Park.  Seipel stated that the City could look into the possibility of doing tax abatement.  The possibility of reclassifying the property for agriculture was also discussed.  Seipel stated that he would check with the County assessor about potential options. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:10 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Shawn Myers, Vice President 














REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, AUGUST 7, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, August 7th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary- Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge, Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Adam DeSutter, and West Central Sanitation Representative, Ray Sweetman.  Mayor Corey Moseng was absent.  

Vice President Shawn Myers called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.   

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the July 17th, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Horner to accept a $50.00 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Joel Dahl and Justin Deuel arrived. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution No. 2018-8A, a Resolution Permitting the Lakeview Booster Club Charitable Gambling Organization to Conduct a Raffle at 875 Barstad Road North in Cottonwood on February 12, 2019.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Justin Deuel reported that the storm sewer issue on East Park Street is an issue that will not be easy to resolve.  Deuel stated that in addition to areas of town that will pond when we have a heavy rainfall event regardless of what preventative measures are taken, this area is likely experiencing a bottle neck in the storm sewer system that backs up when too much water enters the system.  One of the most likely solutions for this issue would be to upgrade the 15” storm sewer line that runs from the area south of the elevator, north, to the ditch near the water tower, to a larger line that can handle more water runoff.   This would be quite an expensive undertaking.  Deuel stated that he will do more studying of this issue.    

Dahl asked if Deuel would recommend that the City consider implementing a program for residents to be able to install shut off valves into the sanitary sewer to help prevent backups into basements during heavy rainfall.  Deuel stated that he has recommended shut off valves for some residents and explained that the larger issue that is causing backups in the sanitary sewer is the likelihood that there are a large number of homes that have sump pumps running into the sanitary sewer.  Having sump pumps discharge into the sanitary sewer can cause backups into people’s basements when we have a heavy rainfall event because the volume of water going through the system increases dramatically immediately after a heavy rainfall.  The City may want to consider requiring mandatory sump pump inspections.  

Seipel stated that he has recently been made aware of possible funds that may be available to help cities mitigate issues with storm sewer bottlenecks.  He will do some additional research into this.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report, statement of cash flows, and profit & loss/ budget performance as of 7/31/2018.   Seipel noted the receipt of the first half of 2018 Local Government Aid and the receipt of $6,253 in street aid.  

Council reviewed quotes for two new office computers.  It was reported that $2,000 has been budgeted for the purchase of new computers and that the existing computers are HP desktops purchased from the Computer Man Inc. in 2012.  After some discussion, a motion by Joel Dahl to purchase two new HP Elite desktop computers from The Computer Man, Inc. of Marshall.   Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the tentative dates for the preparation of the 2019 City Budget.  It was proposed that a Special Budget Workshop Meeting be held on Tuesday, September 11th.  A motion by Mike Lee to hold the Special Budget Workshop Meeting for the 2019 preliminary budget on Tuesday, September 11th.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that a letter for nuisance violation has been sent to the property owners at 90 West Vermillion Street and no action on the nuisance has been taken.  Deputy DeSutter stated that he spoke with one of the residents this evening and that this resident is working to mitigate the nuisance, but may need some assistance in doing so.  Seipel stated that he can work with the property owner to make sure the nuisance is abated, but recommended that a hearing on the nuisance violation be scheduled for August 21st in case the violation is not taken care of.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to set a hearing date for August 21st regarding the nuisance violation at 90 West Vermillion Street.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Seipel reported that the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association is considering moving its investments to the Minnesota PERA Program.  He is working Jeremy Dieken to get more information on the possible move and will try to have more information available at the next City Council meeting.  

Council reviewed zoning permit applications from Braden French at 587 West 1st Street South for a 560 Sq. Ft. Concrete Driveway; and the City of Cottonwood for an 8’ X 8’ Lean-to Structure at C.W. Reishus Park.  A summary motion by Mike Lee to approve the zoning permit applications.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

It was reported that there are a number of accounts for residential garbage service that remain unpaid.  Ray Sweetman with West Central Sanitation explained that because residential service is required by Ordinance, West Central Sanitation puts delinquent accounts on minimal service until the account is paid.  There are currently 13 accounts that are 120 days past due.  Seipel stated that Ordinance No. 2011-3 allows the City to assess for unpaid residential garbage service.  The first step in this process would be for the City to work with West Central Sanitation at the beginning of September to review delinquent accounts and then Council would set a hearing date to consider the assessments.  Notice of the hearing would be sent to residents that are subject to the assessments.  If accounts remain unpaid by the time assessments are certified to the County Auditor in late November, the unpaid balances would be assessed to each property that has a delinquent account associated with it.  Sweetman stated that West Central Sanitation would be willing to work with residents with delinquent accounts to set up payment plans before it would get to the point of assessing the unpaid service.  Council agreed that they would be willing to move forward with assessing of unpaid services if needed.  

Council reviewed the notice of candidate filling for City Council and Mayor.  Seipel stated that fillings are due at 5:00 PM next Tuesday, August 14th.  

Council reviewed a request for support from the Southwest Imitative Foundation (SWIF).   Council requested that a representative from SWIF come to the Council to present more information on the organization.  

Council reviewed information from the League of Minnesota Cities showing recognition of Gary Dahms as a Legislator of Distinction.   

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:56 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Shawn Myers, Vice President  
















MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, AUGUST 21, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, August 21st, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Scott Wilson; Greg Golberg on behalf of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association; and Greg Jodzio of the Southwest Initiative Foundation.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the minutes of the August 7th, Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

It was reported that the property owner at 1 Barstad Road North has requested permission to construct a concrete handicap accessible ramp for access to the doorway, on the sidewalk, in front of the building.  He has also requested that the City consider adding a handicap accessible parking spot on the southeast corner of the block, along Main Street.  

The proposed ramp would slope up from the existing pedestrian ramp at the corner of the block and rise 8 inches to meet the base of the front door of the building.  The ramp would be 4 feet wide, leaving 5 feet of width on the sidewalk.  The ramp would meet ADA standards and be constructed with railing that will have reflective material on it so it will be more visible at night.  
According to the League of Minnesota Cities, the presence of the ramp would not make the City liable for incidents caused by the ramp; it would be the responsibility of the property owner.  

The property owner has also requested the construction of a handicap accessible parking stall nearest to the pedestrian ramp on the corner of the block.  The parking stall would be constructed by widening the last parking stall on the east end of the block and adding hash marks to the east of the stall.  The County Engineer has approved of the proposed handicap parking stall.  

City maintenance staff would paint the new stripes and hash marks for the stall and install the handicap parking sign on the sidewalk.  The property owner has offered to reimburse the City for the cost of the handicap parking sign.  

Joel Dahl stated that he was concerned about vehicles that cut the corner too fast onto Main Street from Barstad Road. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to permit the construction of a handicap accessible ramp on the City sidewalk in front of the building at 1 Barstad Road North and a handicap parking stall on the east end of Main Street.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Maintenance manager Justin Deuel stated that he was still working on getting information regarding the stormwater issues on East Park Street.  

Justin Deuel requested the purchase of cordless tools as the current set of tools is old and does not work well.  The cost for a new set would be approximately $700.   A motion by Joel Dahl to purchase a new set of cordless tools for the maintenance department.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Deuel reported that there are issues with the wastewater structures on Northwood Drive and that they will need to be relined and sealed.   

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to open the public hearing to consider a variance request from impervious surface standards at 60 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that Mike and Susanne Lee, property owners at 60 Shoreview Drive, are proposing an 8’ X 16’ detached garage addition that will increase the impervious surface of the lot from 30% to 30.3%, where the standard impervious surface is 25%.  Seipel stated that he has only received one comment as a result of the public hearing notice, and that comment was from a property owner stating that he has no issue with the proposed project. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the variance request at 60 Shoreview Drive to increase the impervious surface on the lot from 30% to 30.3%.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the public hearing to consider a variance request from impervious surface standards at 60 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to open the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the fund balance report as of 7/31/2018.

Greg Jodzio from the Southwest Initiative Foundation (SWIF) reported on his agencies involvement in the area.  Jodzio reported that the mission for SWIF over the next eight years is to “Grow our Own” in the 18 County region that it covers.  The focus is on growing an economy that will trickle down to improve education opportunities and home life for children in the area.  Over the years, SWIF has provided over $40 million in loans to new and existing businesses, including $500,000 in loans in Cottonwood.  SWIF has also provided more than $30 million in grants throughout the region.  Jadzio thanked Council for the opportunity to speak.  Mayor Moseng stated that the City will consider a contribution to SWIF in their annual budget for next year.  

It was reported that the property owner at 90 West Vermillion Street has not made much improvement in the nuisance violations that exist on the property.  Seipel and Deputy Wilson spoke with the property owner this evening and she is aware of the violations and the fact that she could receive a citation.   The owner stated that she is not physically able to remove the wood piles from the property and that her mower is broken, but will be repaired later this week.  She apologized for the state of the property.  Mayor Moseng stated that Christ Lutheran Church has a community cleanup day coming up in early September and he thinks the church would be willing to assist this property owner.  Seipel stated that he can get the church in touch with the property owner.  After discussion, Council directed Seipel to have the property owner work with Christ Lutheran Church for the cleanup, but advise the property owner that some progress needs to be made on the tall weeds and grass on the property before that date. 

Minutes from the August 13th meetings of the Cottonwood Fire Department and the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association were reviewed. 

It was reported that the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association has voted to increase its retirement benefit level from $900 to $1,350.  Part of the reason for the proposed retirement level increase is because the Association is proposing to allocate the balance of its special fund, currently with Bremer Investments, to the Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Retirement Plan (SVFRP), administered Minnesota PERA (the statewide public retirement program).  Once the Relief Association enters the program, the retirement level cannot be increased for a period of five years.  

Seipel stated that one of the primary benefits of moving the special funds of the Relief Association (retirement funds) to PERA is that it cuts down drastically on the cost of operating the fund.  As the amount of the special fund nears $500,000, the Relief Association will be required to conduct a full audit, which can cost approximately $5,000 per year.  It also cost the Relief Association $3,500 - $4,000 per year to manage the account.  If switched to PERA, the cost to operate the special fund goes down to an annual fee of $30 per member ($810) and the need to conduct the audit is eliminated.  

Another benefit of joining PERA is that the staff at PERA will work with retired members to draw on their pension and keep track of all finances.  This would remove a lot of the workload from the Relief Association officers.  

Looking forward, it will also be necessary to amend the bylaws of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association to reflect new language regarding the special fund, as managed by PERA. 

Fire Relief Association Treasurer, Greg Golberg, stated that moving the special funds into PERA is a solid investment and does not have large fluctuations like some private money managers may see.  

Seipel stated that for Council consideration, are Resolutions 2018-8B, amending the benefit level section of the existing bylaws (Attachment A) to increase the benefit level; and 2018-8C, allowing the Relief Association to start the process of moving funds to PERA, effective September 1st, 2018.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to adopt Resolution No. 2018-8B, a Resolution Amending the Cottonwood Department Relief Association By-Laws.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution No. 2018-8C, a Resolution Opting to Join the Voluntary Statewide Lump-Sum Volunteer Firefighter Retirement Plan (PERA).  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Minutes from the July 30th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service were reviewed. 

Council reviewed zoning permit applications from;  Mike & Susanne Lee at 60 Shoreview Drive for an 8’ X 16’ Detached Garage Addition; Cody & Whitney St. Aubin at 63 East 	Prairie Street for a 20’ X 24’ Detached Garage; Mitchell & Phyllis Johnson at 24 Jalym Drive for a 12’ x 18’ Concrete Patio; Brady St. Aubin at 176 W 5th Street South for a 16’ X 20’ Storage Shed; Paul & Kari Schuld at 132 East Prairie Street for a 5’ X 5’ Breakfast Nook Addition and 16’ X 20’ Wood Deck with Railing.  Discussion was held regarding the possible need for accessory structures to match the color of the primary structure.  Seipel stated that the ordinance calls for accessory structures that are harmonious with the desired characteristics with the area, so the matter of color is up to the interpretation of the Council.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the zoning permit application from Mike & Susanne Lee at 60 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Mike Lee abstained.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the zoning permit applications from Cody & Whitney St. Aubin, Mitchell & Phyllis Johnson, Brady St. Aubin, and Paul and Kari Schuld.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.    

Council reviewed quotes for portable coat racks from One Office Solution and Office Peeps.  Shawn Myers recommended that Seipel check with Lakeview School to see where they purchased their portable coat racks.  Seipel stated that he will try to obtain a quote from that vendor before the next Council meeting.  

It was reported that the personnel committee will be meeting tonight to discuss applicants for the bookkeeper-accounting clerk position.  The City has received 29 applications.  

It was reported that Theresa Schreurs from DSI will be present at the Regular September City Council Meeting to provide an update on the community interest in participating in the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP).  
 
Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

Mayor Corey Moseng asked for City Staff to keep in mind projects around the community that could benefit from Christ Lutheran Church’s community cleanup day.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:03 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor 











































REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 4, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, September 4th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Matthew Boettger; and Teresa Schreurs, with Development Services Incorporated (DSI).  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the August 21st, Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Council reviewed the cash balance sheet as of 8/31/2018.  

It was reported that based on the formula calculation through the SWWC Service Coop health insurance pool, the City’s employee health insurance premium is expected to increase 28% for the year 2019.  Council reviewed the formula calculation.  Seipel stated that participating in the insurance pool has been very beneficial to the City over the years; however he is looking at other options to see how a slightly higher deductible would affect the premium.  The City will need to decide what plan to participate in by November 1st.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to close Front Street, West 2nd Street North, West Main Street, and Barstad Road 	North in Conjunction with the Lakeview Homecoming Parade on Friday, September 28th.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the invoice for annual membership with the League of Minnesota Cities.  A motion by Mike Lee to approve the annual membership with the League of Minnesota Cities.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that the owners of MCV Properties at 400 East 4th Street North have requested that the remaining balance of the non-interest bearing deferred loan on the property, for past participation in the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP), be forgiven and a satisfaction of mortgage be filed so that the current owners can have clear title in anticipation of an upcoming sale of the property.  Seipel stated that there are five years remaining from the original ten years on the loans’ original balance of $5,000, therefore the remaining balance would be $2,500.  Council asked if the City has forgiven deferred loans in the past.  Seipel stated that he believes the City has not forgiven a loan to date. Council discussed the repercussions of setting precedence in this case and if the loan is forgiven, it would not be fair to other participants in the program.  After some discussion, a motion by Mike Horner to allow a satisfaction of mortgage to be filed for the existing mortgage agreement between the City of Cottonwood and MCV Properties, for participation in the SCDP, contingent upon payment of the remaining balance of the non-interest bearing deferred loan.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  
Justin Deuel stated that has received a few bids for the proposed purchase of a new pay loader and is waiting for a few additional bids.  He should have the remaining bids that he is seeking by the next City Council meeting.   

Deuel also reported that he is seeking quotes for repairs to the wastewater structures near Northwood Drive.   

Seipel stated that he has received some information on programs that can assist with storm sewer and sanitary sewer flow and infiltration issues, but is waiting for additional information on a program from FEMA for assistance in counties that are designated as disaster areas.  Seipel stated that one of the next steps will be for him and Deuel to meet with the engineer to get his opinion on what needs to be done to relieve storm sewer bottlenecks.  

It was reported that the nuisance violation at 90 West Vermillion Street remains in place.  Seipel stated that it looks like the property has been mowed, but assistance would still be needed when Christ Lutheran Church does its cleanup event next weekend.  

Council reviewed the minutes from the August 27th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve Austin Hansen as a member of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Teresa Schreurs of DSI provided an update on the generation of interest for participation in the Minnesota Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) for home rehabilitation.  Schreurs reported that DSI has received preliminary interest from 18 households in the proposed target area on the east side of town and an additional five households from areas of town outside of the proposed target area.  Council reviewed a map of the proposed target area.  Schreurs stated that she believes with the documented interest in the proposed target area, along with the likely participation in the program with the City of Boyd, there should be enough interest to warrant a strong pre-application to participate in the SCDP.  The next step would be for the City to authorize DSI to move forward with the preliminary proposal and building condition assessment.  This phase of the application will cost $2,400, or $1,900 per community with the proposed multiple community participation.  Schreurs stated at this point, DSI’s building inspector will be looking at homes in the target area and meeting with interested homeowners to review the proposed rehabilitation work to take place on their homes.  The deadline for the submittal of the pre-application to the State is November 15th.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to move forward with the development of a preliminary proposal and building condition assessment for participation in the Minnesota Small Cities Development Program (SCDP).  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Seipel presented a zoning permit application from Curtis Plotz at 185 East Park Street for a 14’ X 24’ Attached Garage Addition, 480 Sq. Ft. Concrete Driveway Addition.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the zoning permit application for Curtis Plotz.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 
A motion by Shawn Myers to set the date for the fall citywide cleanup for Saturday, October 20th from 8 AM to Noon, at the City Maintenance Shop.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Council reviewed additional information on portable coat rack options for the Cottonwood Community Center.  Seipel stated that he has received a few options for a 144 capacity coat rack from Mr. Fenske at Lakeview School.  After review, a motion by Shawn Myers to purchase a 144 capacity, portable coat rack at the most economical price for the Cottonwood Community Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

It was reported that the Personnel Committee has, after reviewing applications and conducting interviews, recommended that the City hire Teather Bliss for the Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk Positon.  Teather would start on Monday, September 10th at a wage of $15.00 per hour, with wage evaluation after three months of performance.  Seipel stated that the City received 30 applications for the position and it was a tough decision as there were many qualified candidates.  Mike Lee stated that the Personnel Committee did an excellent job of reviewing all of the applications and making a good recommendation.  

A motion by Mike Horner to hire Teather Bliss for the Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk position, with starting wage of $15.00 per hour and wage evaluation after three months of performance.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information from Charter-Spectrum on television channel line-up changes. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve paying the monthly bills.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:41 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor 







CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

A budget workshop meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held Tuesday, September 11th, 2018, 7:00 p.m. at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Maintenance Manager Justin Deuel and Clerk-Administrator Charles Seipel.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.   

Council reviewed the proposed 2019 budget for the City of Cottonwood (on file in clerk’s office), including the proposed 2018 tax levy for taxes payable in 2019.  Seipel noted that the proposed budget calls for a 1.1% levy increase, however when the increase in the City’s tax base is factored in, the proposed budget should result in an overall 0% increase.   

Seipel noted the following; an increase in LGA allotment of $624 for 2019; the increase in investments purchased for streets and equipment facilities; an allocation of $15,000 from the Health Insurance CD to the general fund to help with a proposed 28% increase in the City’s health insurance premium; an increase of $2,000 for the City’s share of the fire contract; a proposed increase in the EDA levy to $10,000.  

The budget also proposes an increase in the water base rate of from $11.00 per month to $12.00 per month and an increase in the user rate by 20 cents per 1,000 gallons.  The budget also proposes an increase in the sewer user rate by 10 cents per 1,000 gallons.  Seipel stated that the increases are needed in order to continue increasing the amount that the water and sewer proprietary funds are contributing to depreciation.  

Major capital outlay items that were noted included the following; the rehab of the Well #8 Control Panel ($50,000) that will be paid from water depreciation; the cleaning of the outside of the large water tower ($30,000) that will be paid from water depreciation; the televising and grouting of the Shoreview Drive sewer lines ($25,000) that will be paid from sewer depreciation; and the potential purchase of a new fire tanker truck ($275,000) that will come from fire depreciation, the sale of the old tanker, and contributions from the fire relief fund .  Seipel noted that at the end of 2018, it is likely that the equipment facilities CD will be exhausted and will need to borrow approximately $53,000 from the Streets CD; however it is budgeted to reimburse the Streets CD the full amount in 2019. 

Seipel stated that the City’s health insurance premium will increase 28% next year and the proposed budget calls for increases in employee contributions as well as contributions from the Health Insurance CD to offset the increase and keep the City/employee split at 80/20%.  Horner stated that the City will need to consider other options in the future as insurance premiums continue to rise as the Health Insurance CD will eventually run out of funds.  Seipel stated that he also is looking at other options with the SWWC Service Coop to see how a deductible increase will affect premiums.         

Seipel noted that employee salaries for 2019 will be determined by employee reviews to be conducted in November of 2018. 

Council reviewed the 2019 Budget supplemental information.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the Budget Workshop Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:41 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor






























MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, September 18th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Bookkeeper, Peg Hauge; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Tyler Sandgren; Insurance Service Agency representative, Derek Dahl; Lyon County Sergeant, Eric Wallen; and Jon Schmidt. 

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the September 4th, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting and September 11th, 2018 Budget Workshop.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Seipel reported that the proposed preliminary 2018 tax levy amounts to $732,449.25 and is calculated based on the combination of general fund levy, EDA levy and debt service obligations; all found in the proposed 2019 Budget.  A motion by Shawn Myers to adopt Resolution 2018-9A, RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROPOSED 2018 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2019.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution 2018-9B, RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED 2019 BUDGET.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to set the 2018 Budget and Public Comment Meeting for Tuesday, December 4th, 2018 at 7:00 PM.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel reported that advertisement for bids have been prepared for the purchase of a new pay loader and the sale of the existing pay loader.  Deuel stated that the bids are due on September 24th and include the same specifications for a reversible snow plow.  Joel Dahl asked if the bid advertisements allow for the possibility of leasing the new pay loader.  Deuel stated that he has discussed that possibility with the equipment dealers and is open to that as an option, depending on if it would be more cost effective.  Another possible option would be to purchase the equipment and trade it in every two years instead of making lease payments.  This is similar to what the City of Wood Lake does with its pay loader.  

Council reviewed information on the request for water and sewer service hookup for a shop and shed facility owned by Jon Schmidt at 73 Old Highway 17 South.  It was reported that the easiest way to extend water and sewer service to the lot would be through the creation of a 20’ wide utility easement.  This easement would need to be created through private property directly south of the lot receiving service.  This would allow the proposed services to run from the water and sewer mains on West Vermillion Street north to the shop and shed property.  Seipel stated that Council needs to determine who will be responsible for the cost of extending these services to the Schmidt property.  The City’s ordinances and past practices indicate that the City is responsible for extending services to the lot line and the property owner pays to extend service from the lot line to the building on the property.  Council reviewed information from the extension of city services to a property at the end of Northwood Drive in 2011 in which the City paid only for the extension of the main to the property line and the property owner paid for the services to the home on said property. 

After some discussion, Council made the recommendation that the City be responsible for bringing water and sewer service to the property line from the curb stop on Vermilion Street.  A motion by Mike Lee to extend water and sewer service to the property at 73 Old Highway 17 South, with the City responsible for extending said services to the property lot line.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  Seipel asked if Jon Schmidt would be willing to cover the cost of having the City’s attorney draw up an easement agreement for the proposed water and sewer services lines.   Schmidt stated that he would be willing to cover the cost associated with drawing up the easement agreement.  Council directed Seipel to work with the City’s attorney to draw up an easement agreement.  

Deuel stated that he has obtained quotes for the repair of the edges of West 5th Street South.  These repairs are needed because the street is cracking up and chipping away along the edges and Deuel feels that by repairing the east and west 3 feet of the street, it will hold up until the whole street needs to be milled and overlaid.  The City has $30,000 in this year’s budget for miscellaneous crack filling and street repair, with very little to be spent outside of the proposed West 5th Street South project.  Deuel stated that the quote he received for repairing the east and west 3 feet amounted to $16,632.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the quote from Fuller Paving for the repair of the east and west 3 feet of West 5th Street South.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the accrual balance sheet, the statement of cash flows and the profit and loss/ budget performance as of August 31, 2018.  Seipel noted that the receipts for ambulance service runs were higher than normal, payroll expenses were higher than previous months due to August having three payroll periods, and the payment of principal and interest on the PFA loan for the sewer ponds. 

Derek Dahl of the Insurance Service Agency presented information on the City’s premium and coverage for property/ casualty and workers compensation insurance through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust for the 2018-2019 period.   Derek Dahl stated that the total premium package for property/casualty dropped this year from $33,728 to $29,749 and workers compensation coverage increased slightly from $24,425 to $25,137.  The drop in the property/casualty premium was partly due to the relocation of inland marine to general property coverage, less expenditures by the City over the past year, and a slight reduction in excess liability.  Dividends will be less this year, amounting to $5,309.  Dahl recommended that with the renewal of coverage, the City also consider not waiving the tort limit for coverage.  

A motion by Mike Horner to not waive the tort limit for the City’s 2018-2019 property/casualty insurance with the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the renewal of property/casualty and workers compensation insurance coverage by the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust for the 2018-2019 coverage period.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

It was reported that the home at 79 East Cottonwood Street has been tax forfeited to Lyon County and that the home and detached garage on the property are hazardous due to their poor condition and need to be razed.  Council viewed photos of the home and garage on the property.  Seipel stated that Lyon County is interested in working with the City to share the cost of demolishing the structures and filling in the foundations to create a bare lot.  An estimate from Jeseritz Construction put the cost to demolish the structures, remove the contents, and fill the foundation at $7,500.  The County is not recommending that the cost for demolition be assessed to the property so that the property can easily be sold as a bare lot and put back on the tax rolls.  If the cost of demolition is not assessed, the City and the County would need to front the cost for demolition.  The property will be assessed to determine if asbestos abatement needs to take place before demolition.  If asbestos abatement is not needed, there may be some cost savings if the County is able to waive the landfill fees for material.  Seipel stated that he is hopeful that demolition will take place this autumn and after demolition, the property can be sold to interested property owners at auction.  It was the consensus of the Council that the City continue to work with Lyon County to demolish the hazardous structures on the property. 

Council reviewed a draft notice for public hearing to consider assessments to properties in 2018 for delinquent garbage and water/sewer bills.  A motion by Joel Dahl to set the public hearing date to consider special assessments for 2018 for Tuesday, October 16th.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that the nuisance violation at 90 West Vermillion Street has been abated with the assistance of volunteers from Christ Lutheran Church. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the September 10th Meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  

Council reviewed a memo from Mayor Corey Moseng regarding an application for special permit for alcohol in the Community Center for Tyler Thompson.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the special permit for alcohol in the Community Center for Tyler Thompson.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council discussed the protocol for issuing special permits for alcohol on public property.  After discussion, it was the general consensus of the Council that special permits for alcohol on public property should still be approved by the City Council, as written in Ordinance No. 2018-3.  City staff should make sure that the community center reservation form states that applications for alcohol in the community center should be submitted at least three weeks prior to the event and that applicants are aware that they may need special insurance coverage for the event.  

Council discussed if the open burning of leaves in the fall was needed and also discussed the possibility that it would create a nuisance for some in the City.  After discussing the fact that very few burning permits are issued, a motion by Shawn Myers to set a three week period for the open burning of leaves in Cottonwood City Limits from October 24th through November 14th, 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Sergeant Eric Wallen presented information on his background and qualifications in his running for Lyon County Sheriff.  Sergeant Wallen took questions and concerns from the Council and meeting attendees including his thoughts on future contract prices and the operation of the drug court.  

Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:56 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor



















[bookmark: _Hlk527556424]REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, OCTOBER 2ND, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, October 2nd, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Robert Lund; and Titan Machinery Sales Consultant, Chris Culver.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes of the September 18th Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Justin Deuel reported that the patching work on the east and west 3 feet of West 5th Street South went well.  Joel Dahl stated that he has received positive comments from residents on that stretch of street.   Deuel stated that the company that did the work on West 5th Street South also patched areas on Northwood Drive and West 1st Street South that were damaged my infrastructure repairs. 

Deuel reported that after looking at the storm sewer issues on East Park and Prairie Streets with the City’s engineer, it was determined that the area to the west does not have the capacity to take on extra water flow and if capacity is added, it would need to be to the storm sewer line that runs parallel and east of the railroad tracks.  The line parallel to the tracks may have issues because there is no access point for large stretches on the line.  Therefore, it is difficult to see if the line is plugged and what kind of capacity exists for the length of the line.  The first step would be to try to televise the line to see how much capacity the line has and if there is a buried man hole somewhere along the line or if a new one needs to be made.  The City’s engineer is looking at some options for having the line televised. 

Council reviewed quotes for repairs to be made to sanitary structures near Jalym Drive.  Deuel stated that the quote from R&H Painting of Cokato, MN includes a ten year warranty on the work and involves a process that has been used by the City of Marshall and seems to work well.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve a quote by R&H Painting of Cokato, MN for the work to repair sanitary sewer structures along Jalym Drive.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed quotes for the purchase of a new pay-loader and the sale or trade in of the existing pay loader.  Justin reviewed the specifications of each pay loader option and explained the results of test runs conducted by maintenance personnel.  Council also reviewed information for the 3 year warranty and maintenance plan for the Case pay loaders and additional information on the John Deere loaders.  After discussing the pricing and pros and cons of each piece of equipment, Duel recommended that the City consider purchasing the Case 721G pay loader from Titan Machinery of Marshall.  The purchase price of the 721G is $206,582, with Titan Machinery offering $32,000 for the trade in of the existing pay loader.     

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept the bid from Titan Machinery of Marshall for the purchase of a 721G pay loader and the trade in of the existing pay loader.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the cash balance sheet as of 9/30/2018. 

It was reported that with the City’s health insurance premium expected to increase 28% next year, City staff has looked at different options that may help decrease next year’s premium.   These options included renewing with plans that have higher deductibles and a plan with deductible only.  Council reviewed a spreadsheet showing the premium breakdown and proposed cost savings for each plan.  Most options with the increased deductible also showed an increase in total out of pocket expense for each employee.  In these cases, the savings on the premium was not enough to offset the increase in out of pocket.  After meeting with employees about the different plan options, Seipel stated that employees were very concerned about having to see a substantially larger deductible increase.  Staff unanimously recommended that the City consider renewing the current health insurance plan.  

Council discussed how the proposed premium increase relates to the total expenditures in the 2019 budget.  Seipel stated that he hopes that this year’s premium increase is an anomaly and that using a combination of funds saved in the health insurance CD, along with potential levy increases, would help mitigate future premium increases.  It was noted that by keeping with the current plan, each employee will also be contributing a greater amount out of each paycheck to help pay for the premium increase.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to renew the City’s existing health insurance plan with Blue Cross / Blue Shield of Minnesota through the SWWC Service Cooperative for the year 2019.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Deputy Robert Lund reviewed the incident analysis report with Council. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $250 contribution to the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Seipel presented an application for zoning permit from Gary and Nola Labat at 22 Shoreview Drive for a 318 sq. ft. concrete driveway expansion.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the zoning permit for Gary and Nola Labat at 22 Shoreview Drive.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the flyer for the upcoming fall clean-up day to take place on Saturday, October 20th. 

Seipel presented an updated reservation form for the Cottonwood Community Center that showed information pertaining to the application for special permit to possess alcohol on public property.  It was reported that the City’s insurance agent developed the guidelines attached to the application with the assistance of the League of Minnesota Cities. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the updated Community Center reservation form and application for the possession of alcohol on public property.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information from Charter Communications regarding price adjustments for video services. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Lee to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:50 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor


















MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, OCTOBER 16TH, 2018

[bookmark: _Hlk527633241]The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, October 16th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Brandon Coens; Fire Chief, Dale Louwagie; Assistant Fire Chief, Jeremy Dieken; Marshall-Lyon County Library Director, Michele Leininger; Cottonwood Librarian, Donna Bastemeyer-Parlin; Sandy Thein; Keaton Rommel; Jerrold and Donna Sanders; William Drown; Cindy Anderson; and Perry Penske.  Council Member Shawn Myers was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Mike Lee to approve the minutes of the October 2nd Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel reported that the new pay loader is currently at the dealer and being fitted with the snow plow equipment. 

Council reviewed a quote from West Central Communications for the repair of two speakers that are damaged on the Northwood Drive emergency warning siren.  Dale Louwagie stated that he will try to secure the donation of a boom truck to help with the replacement, in order to cut down on the repair expense.   A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the quote from West Central Communications for the repair of two speakers on the Northwood Drive emergency warning siren.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Deputy Brandon Coens reviewed the first half of October incident analysis report. 

Council reviewed the accrual balance sheet, statement of cash flows and profit & loss/budget performance as of September 30, 2018.

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk527624248]A motion by Mike Horner to open the public hearing to consider a resolution to place unpaid and delinquent bills on the 2018 tax rolls as assessments.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Seipel stated that Resolution No. 2018-10A outlines the State statutes and City ordinances that allow the City to assess certain unpaid invoices for services to properties that have benefited from the services.  There are a number of unpaid invoices for garbage and water/sewer services that are proposed to be assessed.  These individual assessments are listed in Exhibit 1 of the proposed ordinance.  Seipel stated that if the ordinance is adopted, property owners that are listed in Exhibit 1 would still have until November 26th to pay the outstanding invoices before they are certified with the Lyon County Auditors Office.  Joel Dahl asked how frequently unpaid invoices can be assessed.  Seipel stated that typically the City can consider placing assessments on property once per year, with certification to take place at the end of November. 

A motion by Mike Horner to adopt Resolution No. 2018-10A, A Resolution Setting Assessment of Services Rendered by the City of Cottonwood, Minnesota.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the public hearing to consider a resolution to place unpaid and delinquent bills on the 2018 tax rolls as assessments.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Lee to open the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

It was reported that the date for the November, Regular City Council Meeting falls on November 6th.  This is the date of the General Elections, so the meeting will need to be held on a different date.  A motion by Mike Horner to hold the November, Regular City Council Meeting on Thursday, November 8th.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

It was reported that Lyon County is proposing to work with the City of Cottonwood to demolish a dangerous home at 79 East Cottonwood Street.  The home is currently owned by Lyon County and held for tax forfeiture.  Council reviewed a quote from Jeseritz Construction for the demolition of the home.  Seipel stated that the home has been checked for asbestos and none was found, so an abatement will not need to be conducted.   A motion by Mike Lee to accept the bid from Jeseritz Construction for the demolition of the home at 79 East Cottonwood Street, with the City to contribute up to $3,750 to the demolition project, contingent upon approval of cost sharing for demolition by Lyon County.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Marshall-Lyon County Library Director, Michele Leininger, introduced new Cottowood Librarian, Donna Bastemeyer-Parlin.   Bastemeyer-Parlin is now serving as the replacement of previous librarian, Char Rekedal, after Rekedal’s retirement.  Director Leininger also spoke about the Marshall-Lyon County Library’s collaboration with the other libraries in the County; Tracy and Minneota.  Donna Bastemeyer-Parlin spoke about her background and goals for the Cottonwood Library branch.  Bastemeyer-Parlin stated that she plans to reintroduce a daycare reading program.  Council welcomed Bastemeyer-Parlin to the new position.  

Council reviewed the minutes of the October 8th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department and Cottonwood Fire Relief Association. 

Seipel reported that MN PERA has requested that prior to joining PERA, the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association annual benefit level be set in $100 increments instead of the $1,350 amount that was submitted in August.  PERA has also requested that a separate resolution state that the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association will be enrolled with PERA, effective January 1, 2019.  The Fire Relief Association has met and recommended that the annual benefit level be set at $1,400.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution No. 2018-10B; A Resolution Amending the By-laws of the Cottonwood Relief Association.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution No. 2018-10C; A Resolution Opting to Join the Voluntary Statewide Lump-Sum Volunteer Firefighter Retirement Plan (PERA).  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a memo explaining the proposed purchase of a used Amkus electric pump and 22 cutter from Hill Extraction.  The Fire Department recommended approving the purchase at their last meeting.  This equipment would replace aging extraction equipment that the Fire Department currently has.  Jeremy Dieken stated that it is estimated that the Fire Department can get $1,500 for the sale of the existing gas pump and would retain the existing cutter as a backup.  The existing cutter is obsolete and cannot be repaired.  Council viewed photos of the proposed equipment to be purchased as well as a photo of the existing cutter.
  
A motion by Joel Dahl to purchase a used electric pump and cutter from Hill Extraction Service for the Cottonwood Fire Department.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Dale Louwagie stated that the Fire Department is looking for new firefighters.  

It was reported that the Lakeview Booster Club has donated $6,000 to the Cottonwood Fire Department to be used for next years purchase of air pack bottle replacements.   A motion by Mike Lee adopt Resolution No. 2018-10D; A Resolution Accepting a Contribution to the Cottonwood Fire Department.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the minutes of the September 24th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve a zoning permit application from Jerrold and Donna Sanders at 40 Front Street for a 16’ X 16’ living room addition, 10’ X 12’ storage shed, and 10’ X 10’ concrete patio.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council viewed the poster for the city-wide fall cleanup to be held on Saturday, October 20th.  

Teresa Schreurs from DSI presented an update on the Cottonwood SCDP application.  The application will be prepared in conjunction with the City of Boyd.  Cottonwood will be the lead city on the application. 

Council reviewed the proposed SCDP Citizen Participation Plan.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the SCDP Citizen Participation Plan.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Lee to set a public hearing for the SCDP Citizen Participation Plan for the January 8, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Schreurs discussed calculations that she ran to estimate how much the City will have available in SCDP funds next October, if the City’s SCDP application is approved and a new project begins to be implemented.  Schreurs explained that an important part of the application is to commit existing SCDP funds towards the proposed grant project.  A motion by Mike Lee to commit up to $50,000 in matching SCDP funds towards the proposed SCDP grant project.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.   

Schreurs requested that Council consider approving the submission of the preliminary SCDP application to Minnesota DEED.  The application deadline is in mid-November.  A motion by Joel Dahl to authorize DSI to submit the preliminary SCDP Application to Minnesota DEED.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Council reviewed an agreement for the proposed home rehabilitation project to take place on the home at 51 Vermillion Street.  Seipel stated that the home will participate in the rehabilitation project with the assistance of funds built up in the existing SCDP fund.  United Community Action Partnership of Marshall is working with contractors and the home owner to complete the project and $20,000 will be committed towards the home renovation.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the combination security agreement for rehabilitation of the home at 51 Vermillion Street.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council asked that Seipel reach out to the home owner of the vacant home on West 1st Street South to see what the plans are for the home.  
 
Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:00 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor











[bookmark: _Hlk530042469]REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, NOVEMBER 8TH, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, November 8th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; and Lyon County Sheriff’s Sergeant, Eric Wallen.  Council Member Mike Lee was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the October 16th Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Agenda additions were noted. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

It was reported that attorney Paul Stoneberg has requested that the City of Cottonwood declare an old easement on the property at 115 Northwood Drive as vacated.  The easement was located on five feet of each side of a property line that originally divided two parcels when Northwood Addition was platted.  The two parcels were combined when the home at the property was constructed in 1999.  The home now sits over the old easement.  A motion by Mike Horner to adopt Resolution 2018-11A, A Resolution Authorizing Vacation of An Easement Described in the Northwood Addition to the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

It was reported that the Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel, was absent due to work related injuries.  Seipel stated that Deuel is doing better and is recovering.  

Council reviewed the balance sheet, statement of cash flows, profit & loss / budget performance and accrual balance sheet as of October 31, 2018 (On File in Clerk’s Office).  Seipel noted the receipt of fire state aid and disbursements related to capital outlay purchases, including the new computers for central administration.  

Sergeant Wallen presented the proposed renewal for the law enforcement contract between the City of Cottonwood and Lyon County.   Wallen stated that the contract renewal allows for a three-year renewal option, with each year seeing an increase of approximately 3% in the contract price.  Wallen stated that the contract retains the 40 hour per week commitment for deputy staff time in the City, in addition to extra hours covered for school and city related events as well as calls.  Joel Dahl stated that the contract with Lyon County makes sense financially as the City does not need to cover capital outlay and payroll items.  Seipel stated that the three-year extension will make it easy to budget for law enforcement services.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve a three-year extension of the law enforcement contract between Lyon County and the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Seipel presented zoning permit applications from LeRoy and Mary Neuman at 225 Orchard Street for an 8’ X 16’ storage shed that will be moved from a neighboring property and from Mitch McKay at 130 Shoreview Drive for a 10’ 3” X 12’5” storage shed that will be moved in.  Council viewed photos of both storage sheds.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the zoning permit applications.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed an application for Special Permit for Alcohol on Public Property by the Cottonwood Co-op. Oil Co. for an event to be held at the Cottonwood Community Center from 5 PM to 11 PM on December 8, 2018.   It was reported that Cottonwood Co-op. Oil will be bringing in their own alcohol for the event and it will be served by hired bar tenders.  The City has been listed as additional insured for the event by the applicant’s insurance carrier.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the Application for Special Permit for Alcohol on Public Property by the Cottonwood Co-op. Oil Co. for their event in the Cottonwood Community Center on December 8, 2018.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Seipel reported that Teresa Schreurs at DSI was preparing to submit the pre-application for the cities of Cottonwood and Boyd to participate in a new round of the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP).  This pre-application is due on November 15th.  Council reviewed the pre-application.  A motion by Mike Horner to allow DSI of Ivanhoe, MN to submit a SCDP pre-application to Minnesota DEED on behalf of the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information from Charter Communications on channel lineup changes. 

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Horner to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

A motion by Mike Horner to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:40 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, NOVEMBER 14TH, 2018

A Special Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, November 14th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel.    

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

Council reviewed the Abstract of Votes Cast for the City of Cottonwood 2018 General Election; Resolution 2018-11B, Canvassing the City Election of 2018 and Announcing the Results; and the write in tally sheet from the election.  

It was reported that the Mayor and all Council Members that filed were voted into their respective seats, with the following results; Corey Moseng, Mayor; Council Member (four-year term) Shawn Myers, Joel Dahl; Council Member (two-year term) Mike Horner, Shannon Geihl as write-in.  Seipel stated that Shannon Geihl has accepted the seat as a write-in.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution 2018-11A; A Resolution Canvassing the City Election of 2018 and Announcing the Results.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council signed the abstract of votes cast.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to adjourn the Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:05 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor











REGULAR CITY COUNCIL / PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING MINUTES, 
DECEMBER 4TH, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, December 4th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Matthew Hoekstra; and MN DOT Engineer, Lance Kalthoff.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

Seipel presented the proposed 2019 Budget for the City of Cottonwood.  It was reported that the total proposed property tax levy amounts to $732,449.25, including a general fund levy in the amount of $516,000 and an EDA special levy in the amount of $10,000.  It was reported that the proposed final levy is the same dollar amount as the preliminary levy that was adopted in September.  The total proposed tax levy amounts to a 1.1% increase from 2018, however with the estimated increase in the City’s tax base; the new levy represents a 0% net increase from 2018.  

Seipel also noted that the 2019 Budget includes capital outlay expenses for the rehab of the well #8 control panel, the cleaning of the outside of the large water tower, the televising and grouting of the sanitary sewer line along Shoreview Drive, in addition to other capital outlay items.  The 2019 Budget also calls for a proposed rate increase in the City’s water user and base rate as well as the sewer user rate.  The EDA special levy includes $5,000 to be used for the demolition of dilapidated buildings.   

A motion by Mike Lee to adopt Resolution 2018-12A, RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2018 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2019.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution 2018-12B, RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL 2019 BUDGET.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the proposed water and sewer rate increases.  Mike Horner asked if the increase would be sufficient for what is needed to comfortably operate these proprietary funds.  Seipel stated that the funds are doing much better than they were in the past and while the City is not able to put as much into savings as the deprecation schedule calls for, with continued, incremental increases, the funds should continue to improve.  The water fund now generates enough revenue to put some funds into savings as well as to make debt obligation payments on the water revenue bonds from the 2016 watermain replacement project. 

A motion by Mike Horner to Adopt Resolution 2018-12C, RESOLUTION INCREASING THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD’S WATER USER RATE TO $4.80 PER THOUSAND GALLONS PER MONTH, THE WATER BASE RATE TO $12.00 PER MONTH, AND THE SEWER USER RATE TO $5.60 PER THOUSAND GALLONS PER MONTH, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2019.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the 2019 Budget for the Cottonwood EDA.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes of the November 8th Regular City Council Meeting and the November 14th Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

It was reported that Lyon County will have a public hearing regarding the status of the property at 79 East Cottonwood Street on February 5, 2019 as the property has been received by the State for tax forfeiture.  The City is required to designate whether the property should remain classified as non-conservation or should be reclassified as conservation property.  A motion by Shawn Myers to adopt Resolution 2018-12D, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LYON COUNTY TO CLASSIFY PARCEL #22-100030-0 IN THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD AS NON-CONSERVATION LAND TO BE LISTED FOR PUBLIC AUCTION.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

Council reviewed a resolution that designates the Cottonwood Community Center as the official polling place for any elections that occur in the City for the year 2019.  
A motion by Joel Dahl to adopt Resolution 2018-12E, DESIGNATING THE OFFICIAL COMBINED POLLING PLACE FOR 2019 ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Agenda additions were noted. 

Council reviewed a list comparing 2017 and 2018 issuance of dog, cat, ATV, and cart licenses.  
It was reported that dog and cat licenses were down slightly and ATV and golf cart licenses were up slightly.  Mayor Moseng recommended that City staff provide information to ATV and cart applicants on where to place permits on the vehicle.  

Deputy Matthew Hoekstra reviewed the incident analysis with Council. 

MN DOT engineer, Lance Kalthoff, presented information on the proposed Highway 23 resurfacing project.  Kalthoff stated that the project will begin in the spring of 2020 and run through autumn of that year.  The project will replace the bituminous surface of the highway from just south of Cottonwood to Granite Falls with a concrete surface.  Council reviewed proposed detour routes that will be associated with the project.  Kalthoff stated that the detour will be in effect for the duration of the project.  In addition to the resurfacing of the highway, the intersection of Highway 23 and County Road 9 will be reconfigured to allow for the installation of turning lanes and realigning County Road 9 so that instead of crossing the highway, vehicles will need to turn onto the highway and into the new turning lanes in order to cross.  Council reviewed maps of the proposed County Road 9 realignment.  Kalthoff stated that he has discussed these plans with the Cottonwood Co-op Oil Company.  Joel Dahl stated that he believes the reconfiguration will greatly increase the safety at this intersection.  

Council reviewed the list of 2019 debt obligation and bond payments.  A motion by Shawn Myers to authorize bond payments due in 2019.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the cash balance report and the statement of cash flows as of 11/30/2018.  

Council reviewed information from the MPCA regarding the City’s wastewater treatment facility.  Justin Deuel noted the violations due to the doubling up of samples, samples that contained higher than standard levels of fecal and the need for a new PH and DO meter.  Deuel stated that it is sometimes difficult to know how a sample will turn out because conditions change as water is discharged and geese on the ponds can add fecal to the sample.  Council recommended that the maintenance department have a standard operating procedure or a way to document when samples need to be taken and submitted. 

Duel stated that the MPCA is requiring the City to purchase new PH & DO meters for the testing of wastewater.  The new meters should cost approximately $1,600.  A motion by Shawn Myers to purchase new PH & DO meters for wastewater testing.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

It was reported that the recirculating pump in the large water tower has quit and a new pump is needed.  A new pump will cost $1,290.  A motion by Joel Dahl to purchase a new recirculating pump from Dakota Supply Group (DSG).  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed two quotes for the televising of the storm sewer line that runs parallel to the BNSF Railroad tracks and through the FCE property.  Deuel stated that having the line televised will be the first step in determining if the line is partially blocked or if there is not enough capacity in the line to handle rain water from the East Prairie Street and West 1st Street South area of town.  A motion by Shawn Myers to contact with Nelson Sanitation and Rental Inc. for the televising of the storm sewer line that runs under the FCE property.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

 Deuel stated that it is taking longer than anticipated for the new plow to be placed on the new payloader, therefore the new payloader has yet to be delivered.  Council expressed their frustration with the company that is supposed to be installing the snow plow.  Deuel stated that he was told the payloader will now be delivered on Friday. 

Council discussed snow removal on West Main Street, particularly at the intersection with West 1st Street.  Deuel stated that he tries to cut back on weekend overtime by waiting until Monday to removed the snow berm and that leaving a spot open in the middle can create visibility issues for vehicles driving through on West 1st Street.  After some discussion, Council determined that the berm may cause a safety issue whether or not there is an opening on West 1st Street and recommended removing the snow berm on the day of the snowfall, regardless of if the snow removal takes place on the weekends.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the 2019 fire protection contract amounts with townships in the Cottonwood Fire Coverage Area.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the November 12th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.  

A motion by Mike Lee to set the rate of pay for Cottonwood Ambulance Service meeting and training sessions to $12.00 per hour.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the November 26th meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  

Council reviewed the 2019 City personnel payroll considerations that were brought forward by the personnel committee.  A motion by Mike Lee to approve the 2019 payroll considerations for City of Cottonwood personnel.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council reviewed information from Charter Communications regarding television line-up changes.  

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Horner to approve the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council recommended that City Council payroll take place after the December Mid-Month City Council Meeting. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to set the January City Council Meeting dates for Tuesday, January 8th and Tuesday, January 22nd.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Tentative future meeting dates were reviewed.  

Mayor Moseng inquired about the old pickup truck sitting behind the City Shop.  Deuel stated that he is ok with getting rid of it.  Council recommended that the old pickup truck be place on public bid.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:51 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor



MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, DECEMBER 18TH, 2018

The Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, December 18th, 2018, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Lee, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Derek Daniels; Cottonwood Fire Relief Association President, Jeremy Dieken; and KLM Engineering Representative, Michael Novitzki.

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the December 4th Regular City Council and Public Comment Meeting.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept a $50 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve a license to sell tobacco products for 2019 to the Cottonwood Co-op Oil Company.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Agenda additions were noted. 

Justin Deuel reported that City maintenance staff has been jetting the storm sewer line near the elevator in anticipation of the televising of that line.  Deuel also reported that the new payloader has arrived and is working well.  

Michael Novitzki presented information on KLM Engineering Inc. of Woodbury, MN.  Novitzki stated that KLM focuses on water towers and has engineers on staff to make sure that proper measures are taken for any issues that are found during a water tower inspection.  Council reviewed information on KLM engineering as well as handouts containing a list of projects that KLM has participated in.  Seipel reported that the city is currently under contract with Maguire Iron for the inspection of the City’s water towers.  Novitzki stated that if the City were to enter into a contract with KLM, the contract with Maguire Iron could be cancelled.  Novizki noted that KLM does not require notice if the City should decide to cancel a contract with his company. 
Council reviewed a draft contract with inspection pricing from KLM.  Novizki stated that annual inspections are generally not needed.  Council advised that they would take the proposed contract under recommendation and discuss it further at the January City Council Meeting.  

Council reviewed the profit and loss / budget comparison and fund balance report as of November 30, 2018. 

Seipel stated that notices have been posted for the new 2019 dog and cat licenses and the licenses are now available at the Clerk’s Office. 

It was reported that household waste was dumped at the city burn site.  The perpetrator admitted that the waste was dumped at the site by mistake.  It was reported that signs are posted at the site prohibiting the disposal of household waste at the site.  Violations that take place at the site could result in its closure by the DNR and are punishable as a misdemeanor offence per city ordinance.  Discussion took place on the city resources that were involved in the violation cleanup, including the use of the payloader and staff time.  Deputy Daniels reported that this specific ordinance violation has not been entered into the County’s citation system and it would take a few weeks before a citation can be issued.  After some discussion, it was recommended that the city try invoicing the violator for expenses incurred for the waste removal before pursuing a citation.  

A motion by Mike Lee to invoice the violator that disposed of household waste at the city burn site, for the expense of removing said waste.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the minutes from the December 10th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department and the December 10th Special Meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve Jeremy Dieken as Assistant Chief of the Cottonwood Fire Department (term expiring 1/15/2022) and Brent Kesteloot as Captain of the Cottonwood Fire Department (term expiring 1/15/2022).  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried. 

Jeremy Dieken presented information on the proposed revision of the bylaws of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association. Dieken reported that with the investment of the Relief Associations’ retirement funds into MN PERA, the duties of the Relief Association have changed drastically in that the association is now only responsible for management of the general fund that is used for fundraising.  The proposed bylaws reflect the reduction in responsibilities of the Relief Association but retain language pertaining to breaks in service and return to service for Fire Department members.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the new bylaws of the Cottonwood Fire Relief Association, effective January 1, 2019.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Joel Dahl reported that with the Minneota Ambulance not renewing their license with the Minnesota EMSRB, the territory that was once covered by Minneota is being split up and will be covered by other ambulance services, effective January 1, 2019.  The Cottonwood Ambulance Service will be receiving eight additional sections in Westerheim Township (Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, and 24.  Marshall will be taking a majority of the territory, including the cities of Minneota and Taunton.  Seipel stated that the City should be receiving a new map from EMSRB showing the boundary change of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service coverage area.   

A motion by Joel Dahl to renew the four-year Revolving Loan Fund Committee term for Mike Horner and Council Representative (expiring 12/31/2022).  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the minutes of the December 12th meeting of the Revolving Loan Fund Committee.  

Council reviewed information from Marshall Municipal Utilities on the development of their wellhead protection plan and information from the Lyon County Historical Society on their receipt of a legacy grant for the 2nd floor exhibit.  

Council reviewed the bills for the end of 2018.  A motion by Shawn Myers to pay the year end bills.  Seconded by Mike Lee.  Carried.  

Tentative future meeting dates were noted.  

A motion by Mike Lee to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:08 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor



























SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, DECEMBER 27TH, 2018

A Special Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, December 27th, 2018, 6:30 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor Corey Moseng and Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, and Joel Dahl present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel.  Council Member Mike Lee was absent.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the flag pledge.  

Council reviewed a letter of resignation from Charles Seipel.  Seipel stated that he will be leaving to become Clerk-Treasurer for Empire Township, MN and his last day of employment with the City of Cottonwood is proposed to be February 28th.  Seipel stated that he really enjoyed his years with the City of Cottonwood and is leaving for personal reasons.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept the resignation of Charles Seipel as Clerk-Administrator for the City of Cottonwood, effective February 28th, 2019.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Council discussed the job posting timeline and hiring process for a new Clerk-Administrator.  Joel Dahl stated that he would like Council to be involved in the process of selecting from the top applicants for the position.  Council agreed that the final interviews for the Clerk-Administrator should be an open meeting with the whole City Council as the Clerk-Administrator reports directly to Council. 

Joel Dahl asked if Seipel’s decision to leave had anything to do with the fact that his salary is the same as the maintenance manager.  Seipel stated that his reason for leaving was in no way related to compensation or benefits.      

Council discussed the possibility of offering special benefits to an incoming Clerk-Administrator.  Seipel stated that special benefits may be possible, but if benefits offered to the incoming Clerk-Administrator differ from the City’s personnel policy, the City should have a contract in writing that specifies the benefits.  

Council recommended that the job posting include a deadline for applications to be submitted or postmarked no later than January 15th, 2019.  Council also recommended that the job posting include the requirement of a college degree or work experience equivalent.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the proposed job description and posting for the Clerk-Administrator position.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Seipel stated that he will plan on posting the job notice on the following: city website, city Facebook page, postings in town, the Tri-County News, the League of Minnesota Cities, and Indeed.com.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve placing advertisements for the Clerk-Administrator position.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to adjourn the Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 6:58 PM.  



_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor

