MID-MONTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 19TH, 2019

A Mid-Month Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, February 19th, 2019, 7:00 PM, at the Cottonwood City Hall with Joel Dahl, Shannon Geihl, Mike Horner, Shawn Myers, and Mayor Corey Moseng present. Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; Cottonwood Fire Chief, Dale Louwagie; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Steve Louwagie; and Lucas Voorhees.
Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.
A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the February 5th, Regular City Council Meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl.  Carried. 

Council reviewed the profit & loss/budget comparison as of 1/31/2019.  Seipel noted within the revenue report that the final 2018 property tax settlement was received in January as well as a higher amount of miscellaneous revenues taken in because of the North Star basement rent and sale of the pickup. Seipel also noted in the expenditures a large amount within miscellaneous items that was the approved donation to the Lyon County Historical Society.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the Commercial Waste Hauler Permits for Southwest Sanitation Inc., Olson Sanitation Inc., and West Central Sanitation Inc. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Seipel presented information on a phone stipend for Bliss as the new Clerk-Administrator for phone usage. The stipend would go towards Bliss’ current cell phone bill rather than carrying multiple phones or changing numbers/plans. Discussion took place at the high cost of the current city cell phone plan and directed Bliss to do some research on new phone plans.

A motion by Shawn Myers for a $55.00 monthly phone stipend for Bliss. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

A motion by Mike Horner to open the Public Hearing on the Variance Application at 15 Front Street. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried. Abstained by Shannon Geihl.   

Seipel reported that Lucas Voorhees has applied for a variance to construct a detached garage on the lot line, where the standard side yard lot line for a detached accessory structure is four (4) feet. Letters were sent out to all residents within a 350 feet radius of the lot with no responses received back. There is currently an existing detached garage in this location that is on the east lot line. The impervious surface for the lot falls under the 35% or less requirement that is set for the north end of the block. Council member Dahl inquired about the type of roof that will be on the structure and Mayor Moseng inquired about the side walls. Voorhees informed the council that the structure will be built as a steel shop that matches the house with 15-foot side walls and a pitched roof. 

 A motion by Joel Dahl to grant the variance request at 15 Front Street. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried. Abstained by Shannon Geihl.

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the Public Hearing. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

A motion by Joel Dahl to open the Mid-Month Council Meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

Justin Deuel reported that the plow wing on the payloader was repaired.

Council reviewed an application for a special permit for alcohol on public property from Lakeside Companion Animal Clinic for an event to be held at the Community Center on March 8th.  Seipel stated that the event is covered under the city liability insurance and that no further coverage would be needed. Councilmember Myers expressed concern as to why some groups need to obtain extra coverage and others do not when it only takes one individual to get in an accident. Discussion took place over additional coverage being needed for all groups moving forward and directed Bliss to do research as to why some are required extra coverage and others are not as well as discussing with Derek Dahl the need for all groups to have extra coverage moving forward.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the Special Permit for Alcohol at the Community Center for the Lakeside Companion Animal Clinic event on March 8th. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

Deputy Louwagie presented the February month-to-date incident log from the Lyon County Sheriff’s Department and stated that the Cottonwood Winter Parking Ordinance has been entered into the Lyon County system. 

Dale Louwagie and the City Council engaged in an informational discussion involving the Township Fire Contract Rates for the Cottonwood Fire Department. Dale gave the City Council background information on the formation of the rate agreement with the cities of Marshall and Tracy. Dale explained that prior administration wanted a more balanced budget, also at this time the Township of Stanley was looking at coverage from Marshall because the rates were more reasonable. These factors plus the constant change of regulations and cost that are out of our control, led to formation of the agreement that the three cities would have the same rate schedule from 2012 to 2026. The formula is based on property valuations and a quarter of farm land value. Before the agreement, the townships paid a contract price and equipment cost. Now, with the agreement in place, the townships pay just the contract price that is based on the agreed upon formula. The city covers the expense of the equipment such as truck replacement and bond payments. 

Dale Louwagie also reported that he attended a mutual aid meeting with other fire chiefs in the area where it was discussed with the fire chiefs from Ghent and Minneota about the possible acquisition of portions of Vallers Township. Both chiefs expressed no interest in taking on territory from other departments because of the professional and respectful relationship that the chiefs have developed amongst them. 

City Council concerns were directed towards how the townships are planning and adjusting levies for the fire contract costs as well as concerns about the $315 per section cost increase from 2015 to 2020. Seipel informed the council that the townships were given copies of the formula that laid out the increases from 2012-2026 plus letters that have been sent out in the past explaining how the price per section is calculated. Dale Louwagie also stated that a few Cottonwood residents that live in Vallers Township were unaware that the township was looking for coverage from another department. A few of the firemen are going to canvas door-to-door to find out from residents if they were aware of the possible service change. Council wants to hear back on how the canvassing went and for the firemen to make sure the residents are invited to the city council meetings.

Dale Louwagie also inquired about fire hydrants within the city and whose responsibility it was to make sure they are unobstructed as well as the possibility of getting reflective flags on each hydrant. Deuel stated that some cities have a combination of residents and employees that maintain fire hydrants and that reflective flags are a priority for the spring.

Council reviewed the minutes from the February 11th meeting of the Cottonwood Fire Department.

Council reviewed an application for a zoning permit from Lucas and Courtney Voorhees at 15 Front Street for a 32’ x 40’ detached garage, 150 square feet of concrete sidewalk, and a 112 square foot concrete apron. The zoning permit information was in line with the information provided with the variance request presented in the public meeting. No further discussion was needed.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the Zoning Permit Application for Lucas and Courtney Voorhees at 15 Front Street. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried. Abstained by Shannon Geihl.

Council reviewed the fiscal agent agreement between the City of Cottonwood and Lake Park Market. The agreement is needed to run the grant funding through the EDA and City. 

A motion by Shannon Geihl to approve fiscal agent agreement between the City of Cottonwood and Lake Park Market. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Council reviewed information relating to a Community Risk Reduction in Rental Housing Course being held at the MERIT Center on March 1st, Teather Bliss and Dale Louwagie will be attending the course. Council also reviewed the set date for the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization hearing to be held on April 16th.

Mayor Corey Moseng wanted to thank Charles Seipel for the years of service that he has provided the City of Cottonwood and wished him good luck on his future endeavors.

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the Mid-Month City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.  

Meeting ended at 7:58 PM.  
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