REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 5TH, 2019

A Regular Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, February 5th, 2019, 7:00 PM, at Cottonwood City Hall with Council Members Shawn Myers, Mike Horner, Joel Dahl, Shannon Geihl, and Mayor Corey Moseng present.  Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Charles Seipel; Maintenance Manager, Justin Deuel; Secretary-Accounting Clerk, Teather Bliss; Cottonwood Ambulance Director, Dane Meyer; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputy, Adam DeSutter;  Vallers Township Board Member, Ron Timmerman; and Vallers Township Board Member, Leon Doom.  

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes of the January 22nd, Mid-Month City Council Meeting and February 4th, Special City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to accept a $100 contribution from the Cottonwood Senior Citizens Center.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

Seipel stated that the January 8th Regular City Council Meeting Minutes have been amended to provide more information from the public hearing relating to the Citizen Participation Plan for the City’s SCDP application.  A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the amended minutes from the January 8th Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the cash balance report and statement of cash flows as of 1/31/2019.  Seipel noted the January debt obligation payments.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to close the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  

A motion by Shannon Geihl to open the Public Hearing on the City of Cottonwood’s Wellhead Protection Plan.  

Seipel reported that he and Justin Deuel have worked with staff at the Minnesota Department of Health to develop the proposed Wellhead Protection Plan for the City of Cottonwood.  The City also received GIS mapping assistance from the Midwest Assistance Program (MAP) in the development of the plan.  It was reported that the plan is a required document by the Department of Health and is effective for 10 years.  

The plan incorporates knowledge of the aquifer and water flows that surround the City’s primary water well in order to create a Wellhead Protection Area.  This area is mapped out in the plan.  The plan then outlines potential hazards and best practices in the Wellhead Protection Area.  

Also included in the plan is a chart showing actions that need to be taken over the course of the 10 years covered by the plan.  Horner asked if any parts of the plan need to be acted on this year.  Seipel stated that this year’s primary objectives are notifying area planning jurisdictions that the plan is in place and to make sure that they are on the same page as the City when it comes to protecting the area around the well.  City staff should work to make sure that they are aware of future objectives with the plan and document when items have been complete.  

Once the plan is approved, City staff will need to work with the Department of Health to have the plan submitted.  Department of Health Staff will also be able to help the City in carrying out the objectives of the plan.  

There were no other questions regarding the Cottonwood Wellhead Protection Plan.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to close the Public Hearing on the City of Cottonwood’s Wellhead Protection Plan.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried. 

A motion by Mike Horner to open the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Dane Meyer presented information regarding the proposed purchase of a new ambulance rig to replace the existing 1997 rig.  The quote, in the amount of $150,503, is for the purchase of a new Ford E-450 Super Duty Cutaway Chassis from Permier Specialty Vehicles.  Meyer stated that the quote was competitively bid through the Savvik buying group, so the City will not need to place bids for the new rig. The quote also contains $6,000 for the trade in, however Meyer believes that the City can get more if it sells the old rig on the open market.  

Meyer is also proposing that the purchase include buying two new Ferno power cots, one for each rig.  The quote from Ferno for the new cots is in the amount of $67,303.  Council reviewed the City’s Capital Improvement Plan for the Ambulance Service.  Seipel stated that the purchase of the new rig was included in the plan, however with current funds in the Ambulance depreciation fund and with minimal capital outlay items coming up over the next five years, the City should be able to make the purchase.  Meyer stated that there are also funds in the Ambulance fundraiser account that could assist with the purchase. 

Meyer stated that he was looking into the possibility of doing a short-term lease-purchase agreement for the new rig and cots so that payments can be made in installments while the deprecation fund is allowed to recharge.  Council asked Meyer to seek information on a possible lease purchase option.  

Meyer presented information on the proposed purchase of a Handtevy phone application for drug dosing information and the Acid Remap LLC phone application for looking up protocol based on symptoms.  Meyer explained that he currently uses the applications with his current job and finds them very useful.  He believes that the applications will allow EMT’s greater confidence and easier access to protocol information when treating a patient.  The initial costs for the Handtevy application is $795 with an annual fee of $300.  The cost for the Acid Remap application is $750 per year.  The Ambulance Fundraiser fund will look at contributing to the purchase costs.  Seipel stated that it may be possible to increase the budget item for professional service expenses in the following years to help with the annual maintenance costs of the applications.  

motion by Joel Dahl to purchase the Handtevy and Acid Remap phone applications for the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to accept the resignation of Ellen Golberg from the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the minutes from the January 28th Meeting of the Cottonwood Ambulance Service.  

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the City of Cottonwood Wellhead Protection Plan to be submitted to the Minnesota Department of Health.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl.  Carried. 

Justin Deuel reported that he is still working on getting a representative from McGuire Iron to come to the City Council meeting to discuss the service they provide for the City’s water towers, but plans have been put on hold due to the weather. 

Council reviewed an application for a special permit for alcohol on public property from Ron Timmerman for an event to be held at the Community Center on March 16th.  Seipel stated that the event is covered by a TULIP insurance policy.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the special permit for alcohol on public property from Ron Timmerman for an event to be held at the Community Center on March 16th.  Seconded by Joel Dahl.  Carried.  

Joel Dahl expressed his concerns and frustration regarding vehicles and trailers being parked on Front Street and left there after snowfall events.  Council discussed if vehicles can be towed.  Seipel stated that even though the issuance of tickets is not currently in the ticketing system, it is his understanding that vehicles can be towed.  Deputy DeSutter stated that he would try to contact the resident that has vehicles and a trailer in the street this evening, informing them that the vehicles will be towed if not moved.  DeSutter stated that he believes the winter parking ordinance needs to be approved by the judge, then can be entered into the ticketing system.  

Ron Timmerman and Leon Doom of the Vallers Township Board stated that they are looking at transferring some sections of the township to fire coverage by Minneota or Ghent due to the high rate of coverage for sections in the Cottonwood fire district.  Timmerman stated that they will pay the first quarter of their contract with Cottonwood, then 12 to 18 sections of Vallers Township will move to another department’s coverage.  Timmerman stated that the township does not want to leave Cottonwood’s coverage area, but Cottonwood’s rates are twice as high as neighboring districts.  Mayor Moseng stated that the City Council will take Vallers announcement under advisement and be working with the fire department to discuss potential changes to the township pricing structure.  

It was reported that with the offer of the Clerk-Administrator position to Teather Bliss, the personnel committee is recommending that the job offer be approved for Bliss to begin the position on March 1, 2019, starting at $21.00 per hour with a six-month probationary and review period.  Bliss stated that she is honored to accept the position.  

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve appointing Teather Bliss as Clerk-Administrator for the City of Cottonwood, effective March 1, 2019.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

A motion by Shawn Myers to authorize Teather Bliss to sign checks, permits, and handle idle City investments, effective March 1, 2019.  Seconded by Shannon Geihl.  Carried.  

A motion by Shannon Geihl to advertise for the Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk Position, with the application window closing at 5:00 PM, February 18, 2019.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried. 

Teather Bliss provided information on the proposal to start a Community Foundation in Cottonwood.  The foundation would be run with the assistance of the Southwest Initiative Foundation (SWIF) and would crate an endowment fund that could be used to help fund various projects in the City.  The fund would be administered by its own board, separate from the City.  Council reviewed a letter inviting area residents and business owners to a kickoff meeting.  This meeting would be the first step in getting a foundation started and help to gage local interest in starting a community foundation.  

Council reviewed a proposal for SCDP grant administration from DSI of Ivanhoe.  A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the proposal for SCDP grant administration from DSI of Ivanhoe.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Shannon Geihl abstained.  Carried. 

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the Local Government Application Resolution for the FY 2019 SCDP Grant Application for the City of Cottonwood.  Seconded by Mike Horner.  Shannon Geihl abstained.  Carried. 

It was reported that the Cottonwood City Council has identified potential conflicts of interest related to the City of Cottonwood’s SCDP grant application and those conflicts have been noted.  Future potential conflicts will also be noted and Mayor Corey Moseng is authorized to sign the Conflict of Interest and Disclosure form.  A motion by Mike Horner to authorize Mayor Corey Moseng to sign the Conflict of Interest and Disclosure form related to the City of Cottonwood’s SCDP grant application.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Shannon Geihl abstained.  Carried.  

Council reviewed the monthly bills.  A motion by Mike Horner to pay the monthly bills.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Council reviewed information relating to a local government workshop to be held in Tracy on February 12th and information from MVTV Wireless regarding its annual stockholder meeting.  

The list of tentative future meetings was reviewed. 

A motion by Mike Horner to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Shawn Myers.  Carried.  

Meeting ended at 8:36 PM.  


_______________________________
Charles Seipel, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor
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