[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 19TH, 2019

A Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, March 19th, 2019, 7:00 PM, at the Cottonwood City Hall with Joel Dahl, Shannon Geihl, Mike Horner, Shawn Myers, and Mayor Corey Moseng present. Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Teather Bliss; Lyon County Sheriff, Eric Wallen; Fire Chief, Dale Louwagie; City Attorney, Mike Cable; and Tri-County News Reporter, Noah Lusti.

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.

Council reviewed minutes from the March 5th, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting.

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the minutes from the March 5th Regular City Council Meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

Council reviewed Resolution 2019_0319 donation for $100 from the Senior Citizen Center.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve Resolution 2019_0319 donation for $100 from the Senior Citizen Center. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

Council reviewed Resolution 2019_0319A $50 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve Resolution 2019_0319A $50 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

Council reviewed Building Permit No. 2019_01 for a cement pad behind the garage on 70 East Cottonwood Street. The cement pad fell within the guidelines and impervious surface requirements, so no issues were found with the permit request.

A motion by Shannon Geihl to approve the building permit at 70 East Cottonwood Street for a cement pad. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Council reviewed Resolution 2019_0319B $20 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance.

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve Resolution 2019_0319B $20 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

Council reviewed Resolution 2019_0319C $20 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve Resolution 2019_0319B $20 donation to the Cottonwood Ambulance. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

City Council was given information from the televised storm sewer lines on Park Street that was done by Nelson Sanitation. City Council directed City Administrator Bliss to speak with Nelson Sanitation on there recommendations for the storm sewer lines.

City Administrator Bliss reviewed information regarding the Special Permit for Alcohol and how the requirements for extra insurance is determined. In speaking with Dahl Insurance on how the applications are reviewed for additional coverage, it was stated that each application is determined on a case by case basis with information such as the type of event and number of attendees being some of the factors. City Council directed Bliss to have Attorney, Mike Cable, review the application and make sure we are not putting more liability on the City by doing a case by case decision.

City Council reviewed two sump pump discharge permits for two houses on Park Street known for flooding that causes extensive damage. The permits were issued by City Administration based on flood mitigation and presented to the City Council for supporting documents with the storm sewer issue on Park Street. Bliss informed Council that those issued permits asked if City Council would consider extending the permit dates past April 1st but to avoid putting that stress on the sanitary system the deadline for permits will remain at April 1st. 

City Administrator Bliss informed the City Council that the personnel committee did come to a unanimous decision on hiring recommendations for the Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk. Bliss let council know that all the candidates were wonderful, but the unanimous decision did come down to Samantha Judovsky. Samantha lives in Cottonwood and works high balance collections at US Bank. She has a degree in legal administration, her personality and work ethic would be a great asset to the City of Cottonwood. All personal and professional references came back good as well as her background check. Bliss recommended hiring Samantha Judovsky for the position of Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk starting at $16.50 per hour for six months.

A motion by Joel Dahl to hire Samantha Judovsky for the position of Bookkeeper-Accounting Clerk starting at $16.50 per hour for six months. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Lyon County Sheriff, Eric Wallen, presented City Council with the March mid-month incident report.

Fire Chief, Dale Louwagie, informed City Council that Normania Township did move 2 ½ sections to the Clarkfield Fire Department. Financially, the amount lost from 2 ½ sections was not severe and does make sense for the township. Chief Louwagie also updated the City Council on the idea of “heavy haulers” for the spring and fall cleanups. Firemen would go to houses that needed help with heavier items during cleanup day and take the items for residents. The residents would still need to pay for the items that have a disposal fee and can make free will donations to the fire department. The firemen will also look at doing pickup the evening before to try and help with time management on the day of cleanup. 

Chief Louwagie also filled the City Council in on the lift station and flooding issue that took place on Northwood Drive. The flooding over the road continued to the point where water began to enter the sanitary system, Chief Louwagie received a call from a resident and firemen that lived on Northwood to help with getting the water lowered. A pumper truck was taken over to the flood site to try and lower the water but with the drainage ditch to the lake so clogged with debris and ice, the water had nowhere to go. The road around the manhole gave way sending water rushing into the lift station and sewer backup into four house basements. Chief Louwagie let the City Council know that adding tiling and cement culvert to the ditch might be something to consider for that area on Northwood Drive.

Chief Louwagie and City Administrator Bliss filled the council in on the liability insurance claims that were started for the Pumper Truck and houses on Northwood Drive.

City Administrator Bliss presented information to the City Council on behalf of Ambulance Director, Dane Meyer, pertaining to the purchase of a new Ambulance rig and Ferno Cots. City Council reviewed three different finance options for the rig; lease option, bond option, and GO loan option through United Southwest Bank. The best option recommended to the City Council was the GO loan, which would save money while getting a great interest rate, for $133,557.00 with five principal payments set at $25,000 plus interest annually and a final onetime payment of the remaining principal in the 6th year. The loan option was reviewed with the city attorney to make sure that it was viable for the City. 

Council also reviewed the information for the Ferno Cots, the information previously reviewed was missing the mounting kits for each ambulance. The additional costs for the mounting kits total $8,084.00 with a grand total for the Ferno Cots being $77,827.14. The expense for the cots would come from the Ambulance Savings CD which currently holds a balance of $180,000.00 and from the fundraiser account.

A motion was made by Mike Horner to purchase the new Ambulance by using the GO loan payment option through United Southwest Bank at $25,000.00 principal plus interest for five years with a sixth-year balloon payment. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

A motion was made by Joel Dahl for the purchase of two cots from Ferno with funds coming from the Ambulance Savings CD & fundraiser account. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

No visitors were present.

Council reviewed a list of future meetings.

City Attorney, Mike Cable, addressed the City Council about going into a closed meeting based on Minnesota Statute Section 13D.05 sub. 2B to review allegations of misconduct involving Public Works Manager, Justin Deuel.

A motion was made by Joel Dahl to close the Mid-Month City Council meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

A motion was made by Shawn Myers to enter the City Council closed meeting. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried at 7:47 PM.

Closed meeting recorded based on Minnesota Statute Section 13D.05 sub. 2B

A motion was made by Joel Dahl to end the City Council closed meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried at 8:06 PM.
A motion by Shawn Myers to open the Mid-Month City Council meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the City Council Meeting. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried at 8:08 PM.


_______________________________
Teather Bliss, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor
