CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 5TH, 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]A Meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, March 5th, 2019, 7:00 PM, at the Cottonwood City Hall with Joel Dahl, Shannon Geihl, Mike Horner, Shawn Myers, and Mayor Corey Moseng present. Also present was Clerk-Administrator, Teather Bliss; Lyon County Sheriff’s Department Sergeant, Steve Louwagie; and Tri-County News Reporter, Noah Lusti.

Mayor Corey Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.

Council reviewed minutes from the February 19th Mid-Month City Council Meeting.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the minutes from the February 19th Mid-Month Council Meeting. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

Council reviewed minutes from the February 28th Special City Council Meeting.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the minutes from the February 28th Special Council Meeting. Seconded by Shannon Geihl. Carried.

Public Works Manager, Justin Deuel, updated the City Council on the water main break at the corner of East First and Main Street. Deuel explained that the department was not able to isolate the break through the expected gate valves. Therefore, when the weather warms up in the following week, they will try to isolate the main break with gate valves further out of the area to keep from shutting water off to the entire town. 

Deuel also updated the City Council on the PCA Water Quality-Based Effluent Limit Report and that he has discussed the DMR Reports with a representative from PCA. Bliss addressed the council about the included memo in the council packet that laid out the phone conference that was had with Sambatek Engineer, Mike Kuno, and the questions within the PCA letter that required responses from the City within a 30-day time frame. Bliss stated that the administration had taken care of the information needed from the office to responded to most of the questions. The remainder of the responses would need to be drafted with communication between Kuno and Deuel. The memo also stated that the City filed for an extension with PCA for the letter responses due to staff transition and was granted the extension of April 12th.

Deuel also updated the City Council that Randy and Al would be at the Rural Water Conference Tuesday the 5th to Thursday the 7th. 

Bliss’ administrator’s report consisted of the course that she and Fire Chief, Dale Louwagie, attended at the MERIT Center in Marshall. The course was information on Community Risk Reduction and ways that cities can create a safer community within the citizens and employees. Bliss also talked in her report about ways to develop a team atmosphere within the city departments by doing team building exercises, personality assessments, and redeveloping the personnel policy. 

Bliss also asked the Council if they want to continue with the detailed financial reports or a more summarized monthly financial report with the detailed financial reports being presented quarterly. The council asked Bliss to give it a try and they will see how they like it. 

Council reviewed information about an insurance claim that was submitted to the league for damages to a citizen’s vehicle during snow removal. The vehicle damage was estimated at $1,800.00 in which the league has agreed to pay and close the claim. Council Member Horner inquired about when the damages were incurred and why the council was just being informed about it now. Bliss responded that the incident occurred on January 22nd and in the future, incidents such as these would be reported to the council right away. 

Bliss informed the council that Steve Louwagie has recently had an exciting change of title to Sergeant Louwagie. Sergeant Louwagie addressed the council that he would be the primary officer handling the City of Cottonwood. The Sheriff’s Department is taking a more proactive approach to their city contracts by stationing an officer with the city so that they may become more familiar with what is happening and can be a point of contact along with Sheriff Wallin.

Council reviewed information about the Adopt-A-Hydrant program that Bliss is working on starting to engage the community. By adopting a hydrant, citizens would receive a certificate of adoption for their hydrant to show recognition for aiding city departments and their neighbors in case of an emergency.

Mayor Moseng informed the Council that the Bookkeeper application process is still in process, the personnel committee would be meeting after the Council meeting to select the applicants for interviews.

Council reviewed information on training and meeting opportunities that they could attend. Bliss also let the Council know that if there are any other trainings or meetings that they are interested in, to let her know and she can get them registered.

Council reviewed the monthly bills for the City.

A motion by Joel Dahl to pay the monthly bills. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

Council discussed a citizen concern pertaining to snow that is piled in their yard. The citizen, which was not present, is requesting that the Council act by either removing the snow or reimbursing the citizen for removal of the snow. The council discussed the precedent that would be set by the action as everyone has large amounts of snow in their yards. The Council also discussed if there would be a need in the future to truck snow from the City, that it would be addressed later. Council took no action on the matter as the citizen was not present for the discussion.

Council reviewed a list of future meetings.

A motion by Mike Horner to adjourn the City Council Meeting. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried at 7:35 PM.
_______________________________
Teather Bliss, Clerk- Administrator 


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor
