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A meeting of the Cottonwood City Council was held on Tuesday, November 19, 2019, 7:00 pm, in the Cottonwood City Hall with Mayor, Corey Moseng; Council members Joel Dahl, Mike Horner, and Shawn Myers present. Also present were Clerk-Administrator, Teather Bliss; Public Works Manager, Randy Fenger; Lyon County Sheriff’s Deputies, Blake Nelson & Adam DeSutter; Accounting Clerk-Bookkeeper, Samantha Judovsky; Advocate Tribune Editor, Kyle Klausing; USDA Rural Development Specialist, Jeff VanBuren; DSI President, Vince Robinson; DSI Housing and Economic Development Director, Lisa Graphenteen; and Sambatek Engineer, John Mazzitello. Council member, Shannon Geihl, was absent. 

Mayor Moseng called the meeting to order and led in the Flag Pledge.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve the November 5, 2019 minutes. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve Resolution 2019_1119. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

A motion by Mike Horner to close the city council meeting. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

A motion by Shawn Myers to open the Public Hearing for Special Assessments. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Bliss presented the City Council with the list of special assessments that will need to be certified to Lyon County for taxes payable 2020. Council was also presented with a list of write offs and collection filings that would need to occur to clean up the books from the past five years.

Council advised Bliss to assess the properties that the City can assess and continue to collect what funds can be collected before doing a final write off and collection resolution. 

A motion by Mike Horner to close the Public Hearing for Special Assessments. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

A motion by Joel Dahl to open the city council meeting. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

A motion by Joel Dal to approve Resolution 2019_1119A with an amended exhibit to reflect the additional properties that can be assessed their outstanding amounts. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Jeff VanBuren with the USDA Rural Development Office gave an overview on what programs are available for rural communities when faced with the need for infrastructure projects. The main program that the USDA Rural Development Program uses for infrastructure projects is the Water & Waste Disposal Program as well as a Predevelopment Planning Grant that helps with the upfront costs for the Preliminary Engineers Report. It was advised that the City of Cottonwood would need to do a Request for Proposal to other engineering firms to cover the basis and requirements that the USDA will need for applications.

Vince Robinson with DSI gave an overview on the assistance that they can provide with the writing and preparation for the grants with the USDA, DEED, and PFA that would help fund the infrastructure project. Both representatives from DSI and the USDA agree that the first step the City of Cottonwood would need to do is get a Preliminary Engineering Report done for the infrastructure repair and replacement needs, that would then guide the application process for the state and federal funding.

John Mazzitello with Sambatek discussed with the City Council on what the next steps were for Sambatek as well as discussed, the need for a current television of the sanitary sewer system. The City Council viewed two proposals, submitted by HydroKlean and Empire, for the cleaning and televising of the system. Council discussed the amount of lie that was already jetted this fall and asked if that can be taken off the company’s quote upon approval.

The City Council directed Bliss to prepare a Request for Proposal that will be published for engineer firm responses. Once that is complete, the engineering firm will then use the televising data to complete the Preliminary Engineers Report.

A motion by Shawn Myers to approve the proposed quote from HydroKlean with a revision taking off the lineal feet already cleaned this fall. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried. 

Council reviewed the bypass quote that was submitted for the main lift station. The quote came in extremely higher than expected due in large part to the time of the year. The recommendation from Sambatek is to not accept the quote and incorporate the bypass within the main lift station project starting Spring 2020. With the arrival of winter, the issues of high flows and failure have significantly diminished. 

Council directed Sambatek to incorporate the bypass into the main lift station project so that it is the first phase in spring 2020.

Council reviewed information on the topography survey needed for the construction of the main lift station. The survey cost would be $3,517.00.

Council reviewed additional information from Ferguson Waterworks. The information included the correct quote for the Mach 10 meters and a break down of the costs of the meter head versus body. 

Randy Fenger gave an update on the Public Works Department. Ozzie lift station needs repair on one of the pumps, the pump was installed in July by Tri-State, so the cost of repair is covered under warranty. Thein Well will be on site to do the well inspection within the week. MaGuire Iron provided a quote for keeping the small water tower on-line year-round, it would cost between $14,000 and $16,000 for the circulating pump and heater. The shed from the disposal plant is in the shop and being worked on for storage of the picnic tables, for the best protection of the tables a steel roof would be the best.
A motion by Shawn Myers to approve a steel roof for the shed. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried.

Bliss updated the Council on the process of the internet switch, the upcoming election process, and the finalization of the levy for the December 3rd meeting. Discussion also took place on the request of an anonymous donor wanting to help with utility bills of customers. The only issue that concerned Bliss was the request for the City Office to select the customers for various liability reasons. Council directed Bliss to discuss with the donor a better process for selection that everyone would be in agreeance on.  

Council reviewed the Fire Department Meeting Minutes for November.

Council reviewed the estimate for the boiler replacement in the city shop.

A motion by Mike Horner to accept the estimate from Cottonwood Coop for the replacement of the boiler. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried. Shawn Myers Abstained.

Council reviewed sump pump permit requests. No further action needed at this time.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve Jamie Anderson for Assistant Fire Chief. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

A motion by Joel Dahl to approve Brandon Jeseritz for Fire Captain. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve Dane Meyer for Ambulance Director. Seconded by Shawn Myers. Carried.

A motion by Shawn Myers for Ambulance Vehicle Custodian. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

A motion by Mike Horner to approve the Special Permit for Alcohol in the Community Center for the Cottonwood Coop Christmas Party. Seconded by Joel Dahl. Carried.

Council reviewed a list of future important dates.

A motion by Shawn Myers to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mike Horner. Carried at 9:30pm.


_______________________________
Teather Bliss, City Administrator


_______________________________
Corey Moseng, Mayor
